
 

Winter 2018  FON Newsletter - 1 

Friends of Nigeria Newsletter 
www.friendsofnigeria.org Winter 2018  Vol 22, No 2 

&ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ &/. -ÁÔÅÒÎÁÌ (ÅÁÌÔÈ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ 

/ǟ ÔÏ Á 'ÒÅÁÔ 3ÔÁÒÔ 
by Mimi Budd, (15) 65-67 

FONõs 2018 fundraising effort has 

raised over $15,000 to date to support 

the Maternal Health Initiative. An-

nounced late last year, the initiative ad-

dresses fistula repair and family planning 

as well as other health related issues of 

compelling concern to Nigerian women. 

òThis is the most successful fundrais-

ing effort in our history,ó said FON 

President Greg Jones. 

òFON members stepped 

up with enthusiasm in a 

very short time. Funds are 

still being collected and a 

new round of support is 

vital to make this effort a 

strategic success.ó 

At a meeting on January 

4, the Board approved a 

$10,000 grant to support 

DOVENET, an on-the-

ground NGO headquar-

tered in Abakaliki, Ebonyi 

State. EngenderHealth, a 

USAID-funded program 

with whom DOVENET 

partners, was awarded a 

$5,000 grant in December 

made possible owing to a 

generous donation to FON from Mar-

garet Nelson, a friend of FON who 

expressed a passionate concern for the 

issue (see Fall 2017 Newsletter). Engen-

derHealth implements the Fistula Care 

Plus (FC+) project in Nigeria and sever-

al other countries. 

DOVENET stands for Daughters of 

Virtue and Empowerment Initiative. It 

is a woman-led Community Based Or-

ganization in Ebonyi State in the former 

Eastern Region of Nigeria. It works 

with the National Obstetric Fistula Cen-

ter in Abakaliki, one of the most promi-

nent groups working on fistula issues in 

Nigeria. DOVENET has 8 staff mem-

bers and more than 400 trained volun-

teers across the wards of Ebonyi State 

with three volunteers per ward. It is not 

faith-based. The DOVENET team fo-

cuses on creating awareness of family 

planning, fistula prevention and treat-

ment, and reintegration services, accord-

ing to founder and Executive Director, 

Chief Mrs. Ugo Nnachi in Abakaliki. 

Mrs. Nnachi told FON that 

DOVENET activities include commu-

nity dialogues, town hall meetings, home 

visits/pregnancy monitoring, church 

outreaches, edutainment including mov-

ies and drama, capacity building and 

training for other Improving and Pro-

moting Community Health organiza-

tions. The group also works in five 

neighboring states. 

DOVENET volunteers reach out to 

women potentially needing fistula care 

and family planning services. The volun-

teers conduct home visits and go house-

to-house to identify and 

refer women for services. 

Referrals are followed con-

sistently to ensure that a 

woman reaches a health 

facility. Volunteers track 

each woman through re-

ferral forms and registers 

to ensure appropriate feed-

back to volunteers and 

staff and to ensure follow 

up based on a womanõs 

needs according to 

Nnachi. 

DOVENET staff follows 

the progress of women 

during and after surgery. 

Staff and volunteers follow 

up with women to provide 

counseling and ensure they 

are reintegrated into their communities. 

Although currently DOVENET does 

not provide job or skills-acquisition 

training, staff members do refer women 

who need skills acquisition to govern-

ment-run community development cen-

ters in their Local Government Areas. 

(Continued on page 3) 

/ÂÓÔÅÔÒÉÃ &ÉÓÔÕÌÁ ÁÎÄ &ÅÍÁÌÅ 'ÅÎÉÔÁÌ -ÕÔÉÌÁÔÉÏÎ 
Following publication of the Fall 2017 newsletter, the question arose as to whether obstetric fistula was a result of female 

genital mutilation (FGM) ð also known as female circumcision and female genital cutting. 

According to the World Health Organization, òA direct association between FGM and obstetric fistula has not been estab-

lished. However, given the causal relationship between prolonged and obstructed labour and fistula, and the fact that FGM is 

also associated with prolonged and obstructed labour it is reasonable to presume that both conditions could be linked in wom-

en living with FGM.ó 
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by Greg Jones, (22) 66-68 

I am excited by the results of the 

FON committee that is investigating the 

opportunities available to FON for sup-

porting Fistula and Maternal Health pro-

grams in Nigeria. They have spoken with 

numerous people in the field and ex-

changed emails with many others. They 

convinced the FON board to make a 

generous contribution to DOVENET 

(see article on page 1) and we have been 

assured by DOVENETõs Executive 

Director, Chief Mrs. Ugo Nnachi, that 

we will be provided updates as to how 

our donation is being used. Furthermore, 

the committee has identified two indi-

viduals from the San Francisco area who 

will be traveling to Abakaliki on a church 

mission next month. These individuals 

have agreed to visit DOVENET and 

provide us with their firsthand observa-

tions. 

When you were in Nigeria were you 

aware of the obstetric fistula problem? I 

certainly was not. Do follow the links on 

our website under the heading Maternal 

Health. The statistics on fistula in Nige-

ria are disheartening. What may be a very 

generous FON donation barely puts a 

dent in this problem, but it is a very seri-

ous problem and every little bit helps. 

We are in the early stages of organiz-

ing for the 2018 FON annual meeting. 

For at least the past eight years we have 

scheduled the FON annual meeting in 

conjunction with the NPCAõs Peace 

Corps Connect conference. Peace Corps 

Connect 2018 is scheduled on August 23

-25 at the Shawnee Institute, Shawnee 

on Delaware, PA. The Shawnee Institute 

is part of the Shawnee Inn and Golf 

Resort, a 103-room hotel and golf resort 

in Pennsylvaniaõs Pocono Mountains on 

the banks of the Delaware River. This 

location is beautiful but somewhat prob-

lematic. The nearest major airport is in 

Newark, NJ, an hour and a half away by 

car. (Although on the upside, cities such 

as New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore 

and Washington, DC are within driving 

distance.) 

The FON annual meeting will proba-

bly occur on August 23 and, as we did 

last year in Denver, we will probably 

select a nearby hotel for all our sessions. 

Hopefully arrangements can be made to 

have a block of rooms set aside for FON 

members at a reduced rate. Stay tuned, 

the details may change as the organizing 

committee combs the internet and our 

man on the ground (Clemmie Gilpin) 

returns from his trip to Cuba and checks 

out the surrounding venues. I e-mailed 

an appeal to FON members in PA, NJ & 

NY to join our organizing committee, 

but FON members from anywhere can 

help. If you would like to help organize 

this meeting, please volunteer by email-

ing me. 

My training group, Nigeria 22, is 

planning a reunion ð 50 years after we 

left Nigeria. It will be great to meet folks 

with whom we trained and served after 

all these years. I encourage other groups 

to likewise organize reunions. I can sup-

ply a mailing list of volunteers for any of 

the 33 groups that served in Nigeria. It 

takes only one person to spearhead the 

effort. For Nigeria 22 that person is Alan 

Frishman. Thank you, Alan! 

Iõve been down for the count through 

the summer and fall due to health issues. 

I am impressed by how the FON organi-

zation has operated quite effectively in 

my absence. Thank you to everybody 

who contributes in any big or little way. 

Those who write newsletter articles, 

those who proofread newsletter articles, 

those who compose newsletter obituar-

ies or Nigeria News sections, those who 

make donations, those who administer 

membership renewals, those who cash 

all the checks, those who send out the 

year-end donation appeals, those who 

acknowledge the contributions, those 

who make the international bank trans-

fers to make our donations become real, 

those who maintain our website and 

make the pictures on the front page 

change every so often, those who post 

interesting articles to the Members Only 

Forum. The list of behind the scenes 

contributions could go on for another 

page. To all of these, and to all of those 

who I did not mention, I issue a great 

big Thank You! FON wouldnõt exist in 

its present vibrant state without you. 

President’s Column 
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Letters to the Editor 

TO THE EDITOR:  

Regarding obstetric fistula among 

young women in Nigeria, I suggest you 

add a couple of explanatory sentences. 

This condition occurs in girls whose 

pelvic cradle isn't sufficiently developed 

to support a growing fetus, either be-

cause they're too young, or because they 

are malnourished ð or both. In either 

case, the real problem is child brides, a 

problem world health agencies have 

recognized and which we ought to name 

and work against, also. 

Phillips Stevens, Jr., (07) 63-66 
pstevens@buffalo.edu 

TO THE EDITOR:  

News of population increase in sub-

Saharan Africa is alarming and sad. I 

was encouraged to see this acknowl-

edged in your recent FON newsletter. 

Thanks for keeping up with all this! 

Paul Killough (15) 65-67 
killoug@bellsouth.net 

,ÅÔÔÅÒÓ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÅ %ÄÉÔÏÒ 

FONõS Fistula Initiative Committee 

provided an extensive review of 

DOVENET and its staff before recom-

mending that the organization receive a 

FON grant. USAID and Engen-

derHealth staff in both New York and 

Nigeria provided positive recommenda-

tions for the organization. FC+ staff in 

Nigeria spoke positively of the 

DOVENET staffõs commitment, dedi-

cation and understanding of donor poli-

cies, requirements and procedures. Ned 

Greeley, committee chair and a former 

USAID official familiar with colleagues 

in Nigeria, described staff and volun-

teers as hard working and timely in their 

reporting. The Fistula Foundation, oper-

ating in Ibadan and Northern Nigeria, 

also endorsed the organization. 

DOVENET has received funds from 

the World Bank, in addition to USAID. 

DOVENETõs contract and funding 

through EngenderHealth terminates in 

June 2018, creating an opportunity and 

challenge for FON to support the conti-

nuity of DOVENETõs efforts. 

In a phone conversation in early Jan-

uary, President Jones said Nnachi ex-

pressed her gratitude and said FON 

funds will enable the staff and volun-

teers to reach out and help more wom-

en. òShe was emotional when she de-

scribed the positive impact fistula repair 

can make on a woman previously isolat-

ed and hopeless,ó Jones said. òIt was 

incredibly gratifying to hear that we are 

able to make a quantifiable difference 

that is so appreciated.ó 

The Fistula Initiative Committee 

expects that two San Francisco Bay Ar-

ea residents, Angela Testani and Dick 

Morten, who are scheduled to travel to 

Abakaliki in February, will provide on-

the-ground information about 

DOVENET and FONõs grant. Com-

mittee member David Strain has worked 

with them on projects to supply medical 

equipment to Ebonyi and to drill a well 

in Abakaliki. Angela, an academic medi-

cal center nurse who has visited Aba-

kaliki twice before, and Dick, an RPCV 

from Sarawak and active in the NorCal 

Peace Corps Association, are traveling 

this time to complete the well. Both are 

active in the Catholic Archdiocese of 

San Francisco, where they became 

friends with Father Edward Inyanwachi, 

who spent years in the Bay Area. Fr. 

Edward, now a priest in Abakaliki, for-

merly served on FONõs Board and has 

expressed encouragement for FONõs 

fistula initiative.  

Meanwhile, the Fistula Initiative 

Committee is continuing a search for 

partners and has received preliminary 

information about another well-

regarded fistula repair and family plan-

ning effort in Ebonyi State led by 

Chidinma Peace Mbanasor. She also 

works in conjunction with the National 

Obstetric Fistula Center in Abakaliki 

where her emphasis is on facilitating job 

and skills acquisition for women after 

their fistula repair has been completed. 

The goal is to better integrate women 

back into their home communities with 

skills that enable them to support them-

selves. Potentially, a job skills initiative 

would complement the work of 

DOVENETõs medical focus. 

&/. &ÕÎÄÒÁÉÓÉÎÇ /ǟ ÔÏ Á 'ÒÅÁÔ 3ÔÁÒÔ 
(Continued from page 1) 

&ÁÍÉÌÙ 0ÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ           

#ÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÓ ÔÏ 2ÅÖÅÒÓÉÎÇ 

'ÌÏÂÁÌ 7ÁÒÍÉÎÇ 
A newly published book ranks the 

80 most effective actions for reversing 

global warming. Each action either re-

duces greenhouse gas production or 

removes greenhouse gases from the 

atmosphere. (Drawdown: The Most Com-

prehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse 

Global Warming, edited by Paul Hawken, 

2017). 

As to effectiveness, Educating Girls 

and Family Planning are ranked 6th and 

7th. Drawdown combines these two ac-

tions because education is so integral to 

effective family planning. Their com-

bined impact surpasses that of any 

other single action. This impact is 

based on how much energy, building 

space, food, waste, and transportation 

would be used in a world with little or 

no family planning. 

FON contributes to both family 

planning and educating girls through its 

grants program. Grant recipients have 

included: the American University of 

Nigeriaõs Feed and Read Program and 

its Robert Pastor PCNAF-FON Nigeri-

an Female Leadership Scholarship; both 

EngenderHealth and DOVENET, 

which provide fistula care and family 

planning; and the Africa Community 

Health Initiative. 

For excerpts from Drawdown, go to 

the FON website: 

https://friendsofnigeria.org/ 

from the Info menu select Links and 

scroll down to Maternal Health. 

https://friendsofnigeria.org/
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Project 

/ÐÅÎ $ÏÏÒÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ ,ÅÁÒÎÅÒÓ 
by Joanne Umolu, Founder and Director of 

Open Doors for Special Learners, and Cathe-

rine Onyemelukwe, (04) 62-64 

Open Doors for Special Learners, located 

in Jos, Plateau State, Nigeria, serves 

children and youth with intellectual disa-

bilities. Open Doors provides quality 

educational and vocational training, 

speech and language therapy, and physi-

otherapy. The conditions treated include 

mental retardation, autism, autism spec-

trum disorder, cerebral palsy, dyslexia, 

Down syndrome, reading disability, 

speech and language delay, and articula-

tion disorder. 

The curriculum is designed to devel-

op the potential of each individual, with 

emphasis on acquisition of basic literacy 

and numeracy skills, ability to communi-

cate, and development of daily living, 

pre-vocational and vocational skills. 

Open Doors for Special Learners 

was started in 1999 and registered in 

2000. It was founded and is run by Jo-

anne Umolu, Ph.D., retired professor of 

Special Education, University of Jos. 

Joanne is an American married to a Ni-

gerian. Joanne and Catherine taught 

together at the American International 

School in Lagos, Nigeria, in the 1970õs. 

Joanne and her husband moved to Jos 

in the late 1970õs. She retired from the 

University of Jos just before starting 

Open Doors. 

Friends of Nigerian, FON, made a 

gift of $1000 to Open Doors in 2017. 

Open Doors receives support from a 

variety of other organizations. The Aus-

tralian High Commission, American 

Embassy, Rotary, and more have helped 

with funds. 

òWith the Nigerian economy in a sad 

state today,ó Joanne says, òwe have chil-

dren at Open Doors who need sponsor-

ships, either for payment of fees, for 

transport or for both.ó She continues, 

òWe even have some children who are 

on scholarship but whose parents have 

stopped sending their children to school 

because they cannot afford to pay the 

bus or car that brings them.ó 

7ÉÔÁÎÉ 
Witani was born 1990 with numer-

ous health problems and had many sur-

geries as an infant. As a result, she had 

difficulty academically and so was en-

rolled in Open Doors where she ac-

quired basic literacy and numeracy skills. 

While a student at Open Doors she 

learned to play table tennis and began to 

take part in Special Olympics Nigeria 

competitions. She performed so well 

that twice she represented Nigeria at the 

Special Olympics World Games, once in 

China and once in Greece where she 

won gold medals. 

By 2013 Witani completed her aca-

demic course with Open Doors and was 

given employment as a class assistant. 

5ÃÈÅÎÎÁ 

Uchenna is a young lady with cere-

bral palsy (CP) who is employed as a 

class teacher at Open Doors. Uche fin-

ished primary and secondary school in 

Jos, but she was unable to sit for the 

West African School Certificate Exam, 

because she lacked sufficient control of 

her hands to write. However, she was 

given admission in the Department of 

Special Education, University of Jos, for 

a Diploma Course in Special Education, 

where her exams were conducted orally. 

In 2001 she was employed as a teacher 

in Open Doors. Parents who enroll their 

CP children at Open Doors are often 

encouraged when they see her working, 

because many didnõt think their children 

would have any future until they met 

her. 

In addition to her teaching responsi-

bilities, Uche has formed a support 

group for parents of children with CP 

which meets regularly at Open Doors. 

She is also active as an Ambassador for 

a Lagos based NGO, Benola-A Cerebral 

Palsy Initiative. She was selected to par-

ticipate in a pregame in South Africa 

during which individuals with disabilities 

learned to tell their story digitally. Her 

story is now on YouTube at https://

youtu.be/HbWj6COpxBE. 

%ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌ 

Pastor Bulus often goes on village 

outreach with members of his church. 

In January 2010, they were on their way 

to a village in a remote area. The road 

was bad, so they decided to abandon 

their car and go on foot. As they 

walked, Pastor Bulus saw a small boy, 

very weak, covered in dust, and looking 

almost like a skeleton. Pastor Bulus 

picked him up and carried him to the 

nearest village to seek help. The villagers 

(Continued on page 7) 

7ÉÔÁÎÉ ×ÅÁÒÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ 'ÏÌÄ -ÅÄÁÌ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ Á 

3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ /ÌÙÍÐÉÃÓ Á×ÁÒÄÓ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙ ÁÔ 

/ÐÅÎ $ÏÏÒÓ  ×ÉÔÈ ÈÅÒ ÆÁÔÈÅÒ 

5ÃÈÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÈÅÒ ÃÌÁÓÓ 

https://youtu.be/HbWj6COpxBE
https://youtu.be/HbWj6COpxBE
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7ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ,ÅÇÁÃÉÅÓ ÏÆ .ÉÇÅÒÉÁÎ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ  
 

Recollections 

by David Northrup, (13) 65-66 

In January 1965, I had just settled 

into my digs at a new boysõ secondary 

school in the rainforest south of Ikot 

Ekpene when the principal, Rev. Owen 

Reid, gave me a daunting assignment: go 

to Onitsha the next day and buy all the 

textbooks that the 240 students would 

need for the next semester. Classes 

started in a few days and the Nigerian 

bookseller who had promised to furnish 

them had just backed out. For one so 

new to Nigeria the task seemed almost 

impossible, but Father 

Reid, an old hand in 

Eastern Nigeria, assured 

me that it was doable. 

Early the next day he 

handed me a wad of 

Nigerian currency and a 

list of the books and 

supplies that were need-

ed, along with estimates 

of their prices. I set off 

in Reidõs VW bug with 

his driver at the wheel. 

After we reached 

Onitsha and found the 

booksellersõ little stalls 

in the giant market, I 

picked one at random 

and told the proprietor 

that I needed 60 copies of F. Danielõs, 

General Science for Form Two. Un-

fazed by the quantity, the man replied. 

òWhat else?ó That astonishing response 

made me see that my mission really 

could succeed. The driver and I split up 

the list of books, canvassed the dealers, 

and bargained for the best prices. As 

runners appeared with boxes of what we 

needed, it became apparent that the little 

market stalls were connected to larger 

stores elsewhere. Within three hours we 

were on our way back in the heavily 

loaded VW. 

The commercial sophistication of the 

Onitsha booksellers was the first of 

three discoveries I made about my new 

Nigerian situation. The second was how 

good my students were. The school 

would not graduate its first class for 

another two years, so its reputation did 

not rank high in the regionõs competi-

tive school pecking order. However, it 

had some advantages. Local parents 

(speakers of Annang and other Efik 

dialects) were anxious to enroll their 

sons in the school their taxes were pay-

ing to build. In addition, the rising pres-

sure for admission among the Igbo 

across the nearby linguistic frontier 

meant that about half the students came 

from Igboland. Finally, the school was 

very well run. The country had put the 

Catholic Mission in charge during the 

initial years to make sure funds were 

properly spent. Father Reid was experi-

enced in starting new schools so the 

solid two-story classroom block then 

under construction was of a familiar 

design. The next year a local man with a 

new American diploma took over as 

principal. 

Although nearly all the students were 

the first in their families to attend sec-

ondary school, their motivation made 

up for deficiencies in their social back-

grounds. Besides preparing school sub-

jects, many listened to news broadcasts 

before class from the BBC or VOA on 

the schoolõs short-wave radio. The news 

in 1965 was often about the American 

troop build-up in Vietnam. One day, 

over the objections of some of his class-

mates, one student asked me what was 

certainly one the best questions I would 

ever be asked in several decades of 

teaching. òThis year the United States 

sent troops to Vietnam and the Peace 

Corps to Nigeria,ó the fourth form stu-

dent observed, òHow do we know that 

next year the Americans wonõt send the 

Peace Corps to Vietnam and troops to 

Nigeria?ó While this possibility was easy 

to discount, we both suspected that the 

larger point about the 

capriciousness of 

American power was 

true. 

    A question in 1966 

that has also stuck in 

my memory came 

from a fifth form stu-

dent in my English 

language classes. Later 

in the year they would 

take the West African 

School Certificate Ex-

am, whose results 

would facilitate or dash 

their hopes for suc-

cessful careers. Be-

cause the one exam 

subject they had to 

pass was English language, the class 

spokesman asked if I could emphasize 

English vocabulary more. In previous 

years tutors had passed out lists of 

words and definitions to memorize, but 

I knew from a training course Iõd just 

completed at the University of Nsukka 

that the next exam would test word 

usage in context. So I suggested that 

more reading would be a better prepara-

tion than memorizing definitions. When 

I asked how much additional reading 

they had time for, the spokesman in-

stantly replied, òA book a week,ó and 

two thirds of class 5A voted to support 

this new homework assignment. In the 

next period, by a smaller majority, class 

5B also endorsed the plan to read a 

(Continued on next page) 

$ÁÖÉÄ .ÏÒÔÈÒÕÐ - ΧίάΩ ÁÎÄ ΨΦΧέ 
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book a week and write an essay on it. In 

subsequent years no group of students 

ever requested more homework.   

Besides the added reading I employed 

a second strategy to enhance success on 

the English language exam. I knew that 

the new exam would consist largely of 

objective questions, so my students, 

good as they were, would need lots of 

practice answering dozens of multiple 

choice questions in a fixed time. I as-

signed copies of a practice book that the 

designers of the revised exam had pre-

pared and drilled the students in com-

pleting a block of 

questions within the 

allotted time. By the 

time the WASC 

results came out I 

was back in the U.S, 

but I was gratified 

to learn that nearly 

all my students 

passed in English. 

Several of them 

went on to universi-

ties and a few kept 

in touch (see be-

low). 

My third discov-

ery was the cultural 

richness of the 

farming villages 

around the school. I 

knew that the sale 

of locally produced 

palm oil and palm wine brought in 

enough cash income to pay school fees 

and buy a bicycle and maybe a transistor 

radio. But what explained the prolifera-

tion of so many forms of artistic expres-

sion? Everywhere I went, I encountered 

music, dance, sculpture (in wood, clay, 

and cement), and artistic constructions 

in cotton and raffia. Ikot Ekpene was 

famous for its woodcarving markets, 

which attracted not only locals and for-

eign tourists but also Africans from oth-

er ethnic groups in search of masks for 

their traditional ceremonies. It is impos-

sible to go into detail on every aspect of 

the arts, but let me share the details of 

the areaõs love of theatre.  

One form of òplayingó was a mime 

troupe of stock characters in always 

changing plots. One day I stopped at a 

clearing in the forest where a mime per-

formance was underway, led by a man 

waving an enormously long pencil. 

Where the pencil came from I could not 

say, but the prop and the performerõs 

actions identified the character he was 

playing as a teacher. Spotting me as a 

fellow teacher, he invited me into the 

limelight, where, to the delight of the 

audience, I did my best to dance and 

gesture with the rest of the cast. These 

amateurs were ahead of New York thea-

ters by including audience participation 

in their plays. On another occasion I was 

cast in a play by James Ene Henshaw, a 

Calabar playwright. My role was as a 

white missionary and my English wife 

was played by a student in the girlõs sec-

ondary school that was putting on the 

production. I worried that the audience 

might laugh when this light-brown Nige-

rian was addressed as a òwhite woman,ó 

but the African audience was more so-

phisticated than that. Just as readily as 

they accepted an American atheist in the 

role of a British missionary, they accept-

ed that my stage wife didnõt have to look 

the part 100 percent. My final revelation 

of the theatrical savvy of a Nigerian au-

dience came at a school production of 

Hamlet. Maybe the local folks missed a 

phrase or two of Elizabethan English, 

but their empathy for treachery, spirits, 

and drama was audibly deeper than that 

of any American audience Iõve ever 

known. 

At the beginning of 1967, I returned 

to UCLA (where I had attended Peace 

Corps training) to continue my studies. I 

even had the great fortune to get back 

my student draft deferment, but I was 

soon drawn away from medieval Euro-

pean history to the new field of African 

history. By 1972 I was ready to embark 

on my doctoral 

dissertation, 

which, inspired by 

what I had discov-

ered in the Peace 

Corps, focused on 

the pre-colonial 

history of south-

eastern Nigeria 

marketing net-

works. My new 

bride was also a 

PhD candidate in 

African history, 

and we both had 

the good luck to 

win Fulbright 

fellowships. With 

additional funds 

earned teaching at 

Tuskegee Insti-

tute, we were off 

to Nigeria. After combing the archives 

in Ibadan, we crossed the Niger and set 

up in Ikot Ekpene. Over time former 

students turned up and they were a big 

help in interviewing the village elders in 

many locations, allowing me to gain their 

perspective on the complicated past I 

was exploring. 

In 1974, UCLA conferred my PhD; 

we moved to Massachusetts where I 

accepted an appointment as assistant 

professor of history at Boston College 

and we celebrated the arrival of our first 

child. Despite our busy lives, I managed 

to revise my dissertation, which Oxford 

University Press accepted for publication 

(Continued from previous page) 

(Continued on next page) 

Recollections 
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in a series on African affairs. The ap-

pearance in 1978 of Trade Without Rul-

ers: Pre-Colonial Economic Develop-

ment in South-Eastern Nigeria facilitat-

ed my promotion to associate professor 

with tenure and ushered in three dec-

ades of teaching and research at BC. 

However, in one way I was disappoint-

ed, since I had also written the book as a 

thank you to those who had set me on 

my lifeõs new path and a pricey hardback 

from a UK press would not find its way 

into the hands of many Nigerians. I sent 

a couple of copies to Nigerian libraries 

but for a long time I could only assume 

my work was largely unknown to its 

target audience. So it was a very pleasant 

surprise when, decades later (2007), I 

met a number of young Nigerian histori-

ans at a conference in Ghana and sever-

al of them asked me if I was perhaps 

related to the Northrup who long ago 

had written about southeastern Nigeria? 

They assumed the author of my book 

was some British colonial officer at the 

end of his career and not a young Amer-

ican just starting out. I was close to tears 

when they told me they had all read it ð 

not the actual book but photocopies of 

it ð and used it to initiate new research 

projects.  

This joyous and belated connection 

to my Peace Corps days was not the 

only link to Nigerians following my dis-

sertation research. A former student 

nicknamed Henty, who excelled in sci-

ence and math, showed up in my life 

late in 1974 for a brief visit on his way 

to Kent State University. During the 

four years of his Nigerian scholarship 

Henty completed two bachelors and two 

masters degrees and then persuaded the 

government to extend his grant for a 

fifth year so he could finish his PhD. He 

became a professor of technology at the 

University of Calabar and later taught in 

Zimbabwe.  

Tony, my best student in English, 

had to drop out of the University of 

Ibadan because of illness, but in 2002 he 

sent me his eldest son, Chris, who had 

earned a graduate degree in computer 

science in Nigeria. Since I had spon-

sored Chrisõs visit, I warned him not to 

overstay his visa, but Chris explained 

that he had had a vision in which God 

told him that his destiny was to live in 

the US. I had spent long enough among 

Nigerians to know that their spiritual 

world was a lot livelier than mine. In 

time Chris moved on, got a job deliver-

ing US mail and took some technical 

courses at a good state university. One 

day he attended a job fair where a major 

corporation offered him a job on the 

spot. When Chris explained his legal 

status, the company quickly got him a 

Green Card. I had taught his father 

English; Chris teaches Americans how 

to install fiber optic networks. He is 

now a US citizen, as is his Nigerian-

born wife and their three American-

born children. My wife and I think of 

Chris as our godson, since obviously his 

vision of Godõs plan explains these im-

probably outcomes far better than any-

thing we can think of. What wonders 

my Peace Corps experience has brought! 

  

David Northrup taught at what was then 

called Central Annang Secondary School in 

Eastern Nigeria during 1965 and 1966. 

Since retiring from teaching at Boston College 

in 2012, he has remained active professionally. 

David is the author or editor of ten books, as 

well as dozens of peer-reviewed articles. In 

2017, the World History Association named 

him a Pioneer in World History and Hackett 

Publishing issued his most recent book, Seven 

Myths of Africa in World History. Ac-

cording to one writer, òHe is recognized as a 

leading expert in the demanding field of Afri-

can history.ó He may be contacted at:       

david.northrup@bc.edu 

(Continued from previous page) 

told the pastor that his parents had aban-

doned him owing to his developmental 

problems. The villagers refused to take 

him in, so the pastor took him to his 

mission. He named the boy Emmanuel 

and took him to Evangel Hospital in Jos. 

Apart from malnourishment and rotten 

teeth, Emmanuel appeared to be reason-

ably healthy.  

After working with therapists individ-

ually, he began attending Open Doors in 

June 2013. He is learning to communi-

cate using the Picture Exchange Com-

munication System. Through circle time 

with his classmates, he has discovered 

another way of using his hands ð he can 

now clap!  

You can read more about Open 

Doors at their website: http://

www.opendoorsnigeria.org/. Open 

Doors for Special Learners is a not for 

profit, charitable NGO Registered with 

the Nigerian Corporate Affairs Commis-

sion. 

[Friends of Nigeria recently awarded Open 

Doors for Special Learners a $1,000 grant.] 

/ÐÅÎ $ÏÏÒÓ ÆÏÒ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ ,ÅÁÒÎÅÒÓ 

(Continued from page 4) 

%ÍÍÁÎÕÅÌ 

http://www.opendoorsnigeria.org/
http://www.opendoorsnigeria.org/
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History 

Clockwise from the top:  a) John Thurston and friend sitting outside of the two Kanuri-style 
huts which serve as his home.  b) The roof of a Kanuri hut from the inside. The craftsman-
ship is rarely less than perfect.  c) Thurston at work in the Research Station laboratory. A 
less glamorous, but wholly necessary part of the job.  d) Thurston and a colleague preparing 
the nets aboard the Stationõs boat. 
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History 

[Editorõs Note: This article is reprinted from 

Spectrum, Vol. 1, No. 1, Jul-Aug, 1967, òA 

Peace Corps/Nigeria Magazine.ó Gerald    

Sodomka, (21) 66-68, brought it to our atten-

tion and suggested it as a follow-up to the Lake 

Chad article in our Fall 2017 newsletter. Only 

recently did we learn of Martyõs death ð  see In 

Memoriam for his obituary.] 

by Marty Felton, (15) 65-67 

You leave Maiduguri, itself two long 

daysõ travel from Kaduna, before dawn, 

and the first fifty miles seem pleasant 

enough. Then you remember a left turn, 

toward the newly rising sun, and the 

tarmac giving way to a surface much 

softer, much bumpier. As the day grows 

hotter you grow dirtier. Eight feels like 

noon and any true destination seems 

less than possible. The land lies before 

you as it has behind; flat, sun-bleached, 

here a thorn bush, there a leafless tree. 

And the sand. A thousand beaches, soft-

er than any at oceanõs shore. 

Seven hours of this. Or perhaps only 

six, they say, if the guide knows the way. 

And then, from behind, a subtle change. 

Nothing you can put your finger on, but 

you sense it. Perhaps over this rise. Or 

the next. Oréééé  

And you canõt believe itõs quite real. 

Too much sun perhaps. Itõs on the map, 

but not this big. Not just sitting there, 

quietly and unmoving, in the midst of all 

thiséé thiséé nothing. Lake Chad. 

The guide snaps you out of it, calling 

for another left, and you follow the 

shoreline for two, perhaps three more 

miles. Suddenly, in front of you, some-

thing vaguely familiar. A bit closer and 

they come into focus: Houses, fiveéé 

no, six of them, white and glittering in 

the distance. Two minutes more, an 

hour it seems, and once again tarmac. A 

small, white sign: ôFederal Fisheries Pro-

ject, Malamfatori, Lake Chad.õ Youõve 

arrived. 

A hair-raising trip; an experience in 

itself. But for John Thurston and Al and 

Pat Robinson one that is becoming 

quite commonplace. All three are PCVs 

connected with Federal Fisheries, and 

Malamfatori is home for two years. 

People have been fishing in the Lake 

for as long as anyone can remember, but 

it is only within the past few years that 

the Federal Government has seen within 

Chad the possibilities of a thriving, if 

limited, industry. Thus the Fisheries 

Project was started five years ago under 

the direction of Tony Hopson and his 

wife, British scientists both. Staff vacan-

cies were created as a result of the Octo-

ber disturbances, and Thurston, a uni-

versity trained fish biologist, arrived in 

January of this year [1967]. He was soon 

followed by the Robinsons, also well 

qualified. Al is an oceanographer while 

Pat is a biologist. 

The work required takes all those 

involved from Lake to lab and back 

again. While pure research, as represent-

ed by the collection and analysis of fish 

samples, takes up a part of the time, by 

far the larger part is spent in compiling 

and studying statistics. Although this 

can become quite tedious it is more than 

necessary, especially in light of the Pro-

jectõs aim: To improve, as quickly as 

possible, the commercial possibilities of 

the local fishing industry 

The pride of the station is, undoubt-

edly, the immaculate forty foot cabin 

cruiser from which much of the work is 

done. It sits majestically, an eagle among 

sparrows, the only sight of its kind as far 

as the eye can see. The boat, which took 

eighteen months to transport from the 

coast, makes overnight voyages three or 

four times every two months. It is con-

stantly crossing international boundary 

lines, as the Lake borders on Niger, 

Chad and Cameroun, as well as Nigeria. 

But, an anomaly in this part of the 

world, customs checks are rarely, if ever, 

carried out. During these voyages, 

which can last up to five or six days, 

specimens are collected and kept alive 

for later analysis in the laboratory. 

The Lake itself is huge, 70 miles wide 

by 180 long, but amazingly, it never 

exceeds thirty feet in depth. It is dotted 

with thousands of islands, many of them 

floating, although few are on the Nigeri-

an side. The larger of these islands sup-

port semi-permanent populations, while 

the smaller are used as part-time bases 

by the fishermen. 

The natives of the area are chiefly of 

the Kanuri tribe, the third largest North-

ern tribal group which predominates 

throughout Bornu Province. A tall, 

stately people, they are quickly recog-

nized by their unique hair-doõs, as well 

as by their houses ð grass affairs, beauti-

fully shaped and sturdy enough to last 

for twenty years. Near the Lake they 

subsist on fishing and a bit of farming. 

Taking advantage of the Lakeõs lack of 

depth, they use only a long pole for pro-

pulsion and go out miles before casting 

their gill nets. 

As for the volunteers, trapped be-

tween the Lake and a hundred miles of 

desert, there isnõt very much to occupy 

them besides work, the teaching of be-

ginning English and arithmetic, and 

quiet socializing. Of course, the book-

locker is ever present, and swimming is 

a part of the daily routine. 

Thurston, though, says that time has 

flown, and that the sense of space pro-

vides all the freedom he needs. The 

occasional trip to Maiduguri or Kano 

supplies the needed break, though he 

does wish that he could see a few more 

people on his own home ground. 

So a general invite is issued to any 

Volunteer or small group of Volunteers 

who may be looking for an easy week or 

two of vacation. The only requisites are 

a few weeksõ notice (same address as 

that small white sign), and all the beer 

you plan to drink. Fish, at three pence a 

pound, and beaches, gratis for the night, 

remove food and lodging from the 

problem list. And the Lake is the biggest 

bathtub around. 

Land Rovers leave Maiduguri semi-

regularly (plan on a two or three day 

wait), and if youõre ever up in that neck 

of the woods with the time and inclina-

tion to brave the trip, youõre more than 

welcome. 

A fact to which this reporter can 

attest. 

,!+% #(!$ȡ ! 4ÒÉÐ 7ÅÌÌ 7ÏÒÔÈ )Ô 
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/ÓÏÇÂÏ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÒÔ ÏÆ 
(ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅȡ -ÏÎÕÍÅÎÔÓȟ 
$ÅÉÔÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ -ÏÎÅÙ 

ÂÙ 0ÅÔÅÒ 0ÒÏÂÓÔ 

)ÎÄÉÁÎÁ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ 0ÒÅÓÓȟ 
ΨΦΧΧȟ ΨΨΪ ÐÐȟ ÐÁÐÅÒÂÁÃË 
ΓΧίȢέΦȟ !ÍÁÚÏÎ 

by Victoria Scott 

In the early 1960s, one of the first 

authentic expressions of post-colonial 

African culture emerged in Oshogbo, a 

Yoruba city in southwestern Nigeria. It 

came to be known as òthe Oshogbo 

Movementó or simply as òthe Oshogbo 

artists.ó Peter Probstõs book, Osogbo and 

the Art of Heritage, Monuments, Deities, and 

Money, takes a fresh, in-depth look at the 

restoration of the Oshun shrines and 

the revival of the traditions surrounding 

the worship of the Yoruba deity that 

manifests as the Oshun River. A re-

markable Austrian artist named Suzanne 

Wenger played an important role in this 

fascinating story of restoration and re-

vival. 

The story began with a series of in-

formal òexperimentaló art workshops 

organized by Wengerõs husband, Ulli 

Beier, a German expatriate professor 

who taught history at the University of 

Ibadan. The workshops took place in a 

bar owned by Beierõs friend and collabo-

rator, popular theater director, Duro 

Ladipo. Probst tells the story of the role 

these people played in the beginning of 

the Oshogbo movement. His book is 

based on his research in Oshogbo in the 

ònoughtiesó (as the Brits call the first 

decade of the 21st century). 

From the beginning, the Oshogbo 

Movement divided itself into òsecularó 

and òsacredó artists. The secular artists 

included Jacob Afolabi, Rufus Ogunde-

le, Jimoh Buraimoh, Muraina Oyelami, 

Adebisi Fabunmi, Twins Seven Seven 

and others, many of whom began their 

careers in workshops taught by the Brit-

ish artist, Georgina Betz (later Beierõs 

second wife). Initially their work found 

an audience largely through Beierõs skill-

ful promotion and the support of expat-

riates like Jean Kennedy Wolford, who 

initiated a regular open house in Lagos 

to introduce the artists and their work to 

collectors. 

The òsacredó art, on the other hand, 

was dedicated to the restoration of the 

Oshun Grove and was under the direc-

tion of Suzanne Wenger. Artists who 

worked with her on this enormous pro-

ject included Adebisi Akanji, Sangodare, 

Buraimoh Gbadamosi, Ojewale Amoo 

and Lani. There was no sharp distinc-

tion between the sacred and secular 

artists, but they clearly knew themselves. 

Probst makes it clear from the begin-

ning of his book that his focus is on the 

sacred Oshogbo art. 

The òOshun-Oshogbo Sacred 

Groveó was declared a World Heritage 

Site by UNESCO in 2005, and is the 

focus of an enormous annual pilgrimage 

and festival. The task Probst sets for 

himself is to examine in detail how the 

Oshun Grove came to be named a 

World Heritage Site; how the designa-

tion is understood by the local people; 

the role played by Wenger; and the im-

plications for the future of the site and 

the town. 

I lived in Lagos from the end of the 

Civil War to 1979. As an art historian, I 

took a great interest in what was hap-

pening in Oshogbo at the time. Probst 

focuses his historical research on the 

1960s, when the Beiers were in Nigeria, 

and Wengerõs work in the Oshun Grove 

was getting underway. 

He begins by describing how the 

Grove came to be as he found it in 2000 

when he arrived in Oshogbo. Fanciful 

cement structures had been built 

throughout the verdant flood plain be-

tween the Oshun River and the town. 

The buildings had been designed for the 

most part by Wenger and constructed 

with the help of local people. The whole 

area was inhabited by cement sculptures 

by Wenger and local artists. The story 

was documented by Beier and others 

who witnessed the beginnings of the 

Oshogbo Movement in the early 1960s, 

and some of the original artists were 

available to tell their stories. 

The shrines were not simply restored 

but reimagined by Suzanne Wenger in 

collaboration with the people of Oshog-

bo. Probst documents how Wenger and 

the community negotiated the realiza-

tion of the project. He constructs a co-

gent and convincing argument based on 

changing attitudes toward ideas of 

òheritage.ó 

Probst structures his research and his 

book around the concept of òheritageó 

beginning with the United Nations 

World Heritage Committee. He goes on 

to examine heritage as noveltyó  

(Oshogbo art in relation to international 

ideas of òmodernismó); heritage as 

òprojectó (how Wenger and her col-

leagues negotiated the support of the 

community); heritage as òstyleó (the 

òbrandingó of Oshogbo art); heritage as 

òspectacleó (the Oshun Festival); herit-

age as òcontroló (how the local estab-

lishment co-opted the Oshogbo move-

ment); and heritage as remembranceó  

(history). 

My experience in the Oshun Grove 

during a recent visit to Nigeria illustrates 

the Yoruba understanding of heritage as 

history. The Grove and the shrines re-

mained much as I remembered, but I 

was surprised to find a gate and visitorsõ 

centre at the entrance and an official 

guide to show us around. The guide was 

dressed in the long caftan and skullcap 

(Continued on page 12) 

Book Review 
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Commentary 

by David Pease, (11) 64-66 

I enjoy remembering my experiences 

in Nigeria so much I can't stop thinking 

about them. I am sure there are many 

returned PCVs like me who fell in love 

with Africa and love to remember and 

talk about it, but feel a little unsophisti-

cated when they compare their experi-

ences with those of some of your FON 

contributors who operated at an entirely 

different level than we did. My story is 

more like "David in African Wonder-

land" or maybe "Forrest Gump in Afri-

ca." So, I am going to write something 

sort of autobiographical and I won't be 

a bit annoyed if you toss it in the trash. 

I grew up in Aberdeen, Washington, 

a little town with no African Americans. 

Even at the University of Washington 

my engineering classes were amazingly 

white and male. When a returned volun-

teer (white) gave a pep talk about the 

Peace Corps in the student union, I 

listened in only because I was between 

classes and he looked like an interesting 

guy. Kennedy had just been assassinated 

and I was depressed and didn't want to 

end up in Viet Nam. The returned vol-

unteer made his experience in Africa 

sound like a great adventure . . . so why 

not? 

Some of the shrinks at our training 

program at Columbia University decided 

I was too insensitive for Northern Nige-

ria and so I was reassigned and had only 

a week or two to learn Igbo. They let me 

know that Igbos would be tough 

enough to brush off my gaffs. So I was 

supposed to teach eager Igbo students 

to pass some kind of British adminis-

tered test. Forget basic principles, just 

go over old test questions. That is not 

engineering. I quit, and Warren Ziegler 

agreed to let me move to the Technical 

Development Centre in Owerri. (Let me 

put in a little aside here: I served in the 

Peace Corps for a total of seven years, 

and never ended up doing what I was 

sent to do.) 

It is pretty embar-

rassing: many con-

tributors to the FON 

newsletter studied up 

on Nigeria before 

going there and once 

in country they met 

and befriended an 

amazing variety of 

interesting and im-

portant Nigerians. 

On the other hand, I 

met and worked with 

many everyday Nige-

rians, whose names I 

am ashamed to admit 

I can't remember 

after fifty years, but 

then I can't remem-

ber the names of the 

Irish Catholic priests 

who were always 

good for a cold beer 

either. However, I do 

remember the won-

derful earthiness of 

my landlord's young-

est wife who joked to 

me that in her experi-

ence "men were only good for one 

thing, and most of them weren't even 

very good at that." 

I had the feeling I was interacting 

with people at a totally different level 

than I had as a student or employee in 

the US. Nigerian mechanics worked 

with me to upgrade their repair facilities. 

I was like a mad inventor. Sometimes it 

worked out fine, like when we made an 

air compressor out of an old VW engine 

(two cylinders firing and two pumping 

air). Sometimes not, like when a metal-

worker was casting alloy parts and 

found out the hard way that magnesium 

(used in some VW parts) burns in a 

really big way. I happily showed how 

putting in more electrical outlets would 

be easier than using long extension 

cords . . . only to learn that the electrical 

utility charged per outlet. And when I 

could see that a local chief was losing 

money on every plastic part his employ-

ees made, he laughed and explained: "I 

am a local chief and have to support 

(Continued on next page) 

6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ 2ÅÉÎÖÅÎÔ -ÙÓÅÌÆ  

$ÁÖÉÄ 0ÅÁÓÅɂΨΦΧέ 

!ÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ $ÁÉÌÙ 4ÉÍÅÓ ÎÅ×ÓÐÁÐÅÒȟ 7ÅÄÎÅÓÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ ήȟ Χίάά 
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more than a hundred people. It is 

cheaper for me to hire them for my 

business than to just give them money." 

We never got mad and laughed a lot. 

It was also great working with fellow 

PCVs since we usually had the same 

goals. Bill Schroeder, whose death in 

New Zealand in 2011was reported in 

the FON newsletter, was building a 

water system for the Catholic school 

where he taught. He installed a pump in 

a little creek and put in some plumbing 

but wanted help building an elevated 

water tank. I designed what I called a 

"palm motif" concrete tank and rode my 

50cc Ducati out to Ngor Okpala to help 

get it built. I hope Bill got the credit he 

deserved for going beyond teaching. 

Away from work, traveling from 

Owerri to Lagos by Peugeot taxi was 

amazing. Bargaining and making sure 

your driver was the next to leave, getting 

a seat near a window ð it was like learn-

ing a whole new set of skills. Do things 

right and life was (mostly) effortless. 

And smells ð wood fires in the morning 

and dusty roads ð and sounds ð chop-

ping wood for those fires and the sing-

ing and drums ð offered up lots of exot-

ic sensations. But mostly it was people 

who talked about life and things that 

seemed to matter. Here in the US we are 

happy to talk about a great restaurant, 

but many of us converse like we play 

poker ð we leave the most important 

cards face down. 

Yes, I benefited from my time in 

Nigeria more than I benefited any Nige-

rian and I don't apologize for it. Com-

pared to Nigerians, my hippy friends in 

Berkeley seemed to be playing a role. 

Life was fun, but didn't feel real to me; I 

kept looking for people whose company 

I enjoyed as much as the folks I knew in 

Africa. So, I returned to Africa and 

worked in Botswana and then Somalia 

and then went farther afield to Sri 

Lanka. Along the way I married a Finn-

ish volunteer who is definitely real. 

I guess one reason I am writing this 

is to pose the question: Why stop at 

Friends of Nigeria? Those of us who 

love Africa have learned as much about 

ourselves as we have about any one 

country and I think we can honestly 

consider ourselves to be people of the 

world. 

David Pease served for five years as a PCV in 

Botswana, followed by six years working for the 

University of Botswana. He also worked in 

Somalia and Sri Lanka. In the late ô60s, he 

devoted his summers of love (and hipness) 

working as an assistant research engineer at 

UC Berkeley. He has also lived in France, 

Hawaii, Colorado and now Florida. David 

Pease may be reached at:  

tuijadavid@bellsouth.net 

6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ 2ÅÉÎÖÅÎÔ -ÙÓÅÌÆ  

(Continued from previous page) 

that identified him as a Muslim. He was 

knowledgeable and informative about 

the significance of the shrines and sculp-

tures. He recounted stories about the 

goddess in an immediate and animated 

fashion and associated specific places 

and shrines with certain stories about 

her. I asked him if he saw any contradic-

tion between his Muslim faith and the 

òpaganó religion represented by the 

Oshun shrines. He replied, òThis is not 

our religion; this is our history!ó 

I traveled to Oshogbo countless 

times during the 1970s, when I lived in 

Lagos and again on two subsequent 

trips to Nigeria. I visited Suzanne 

Wenger in her amazing house near the 

Oshogbo market, I watched her work in 

the Grove grow and develop, and I 

knew many of the people she worked 

with. Probstõs history concurs in all re-

spects with my experience of the 

òsacredó side of the Oshogbo Move-

ment. Through cogent argument and 

clear organization, he elucidates a com-

plicated history. The book enlarged my 

knowledge and understanding of the 

òsacredó side of the Oshogbo Move-

ment. 

However, my interest lay more with 

the òsecularó artists. Probst is rather too 

dismissive of the secular side of the 

Oshogbo Movement and his book 

doesn't contribute much to an under-

standing of how the secular artists con-

tinued to grow and develop after the 

Beiers left Nigeria in 1969. He seems to 

accept the notion that the secular art 

lost force and relevance during subse-

quent decades. This does not reflect my 

experience. It is true that when Ulli and 

Georgina left, the artists lost their most 

effective spokesman and tireless advo-

cate. It is also true, as Probst describes, 

that the artists learned how to organize 

themselves and promote their own 

work. They learned to negotiate the 

international art world on their own, 

and they did so despite a great deal of 

resistance, especially from academics at 

home and abroad. I am sure that Dr. 

Probst encountered this negativity di-

rected toward Oshogbo artists in his 

research into the Oshogbo Movement 

during those years. 

Probst describes a certain rivalry 

between the Oshogbo artists and Nige-

rian artists who had studied at Universi-

ties at home and abroad. òAcadaó was a 

slightly derogatory expression current in 

the 70s among the Oshogbo artists. 

They used it to refer to trained artists 

like Uche Okeke, Yussuf Grillo, Bruce 

Onobrakpeya or Isiaka Osunde (who 

studied in Russia and returned home a 

master of socialist realism). I have ob-

served that younger artists no longer use 

or understand this term, which indicates 

to me that the old rivalries have eased. 

Victoria (Vikki) Scott, a Smith College art 

history graduate, has extensive experience living 

and studying in Nigeria. She researched Yoru-

ba art and even before visiting the country con-

cluded that Nigerian culture had been pro-

foundly changed by colonialism and moderniza-

tion. One of her goals was to learn how Ni-

geriaõs art expressed the new realities. Vikki 

became acquainted with the Oshogbo artists 

and collected their work. She later owned and 

operated a gallery (Black Art Studio) in Santa 

Fe, NM, where she continues to live. 

/ÓÏÇÂÏ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ !ÒÔ ÏÆ (ÅÒÉÔÁÇÅ 

(Continued from page 10) 
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In Memoriam obituaries are compiled and edited 

by David Koren, (09) 63-66. Please send FON 

obituaries, information or questions to: 

dlkoren@gmail.com. 

$ÏÒÉÓ &ÒÁÎÃÅÓ $ÅÎÎÉÎÇȟ ɉΧΧɊ άΪ-

άά 
Doris Denning was born November 

18, 1933 in Baltimore, MD. She died on 

January 3, 2018. Dorisõs childhood was 

marked by recurring bouts of osteomyeli-

tis infection in her hip requiring extended 

hospital stays. The penicillin that could 

have been a cure became available too 

late to help Doris. 

Attending a school for disabled chil-

dren, she learned to stand up for herself. 

Her classmates were her severest teach-

ers. (òYou dropped your pencil. You pick 

it up. What are you, a cripple?ó) At this 

school, Doris met her first best friend, 

Elaine, an asthmatic girl her own age, 

with the same longing to be a part of a 

bigger world. Doris attended a regular 

high school. 

Doris earned a scholarship to Notre 

Dame, a Catholic college for women in 

Baltimore. At a dinner for the graduating 

class, every girl was given an anonymous 

blessing from a faculty member. Dorisõs 

was, òPre-Raphaelite Madonna face with 

eyes that speak and lips that ask to taste 

the bread of beauty.ó òThat inspired me 

ð somebody thinks Iõm worth something.ó 

After graduation, she spent the sum-

mer of 1957 with her friend Elaine in 

California, was the maid of honor at her 

wedding, and saw as much of California 

as she could during her first real vacation. 

She returned to Baltimore and accept-

ed a first grade teaching position in a 

country school. Years later she was able 

to use what she learned there when she 

taught ESL to adults. After three years, 

she applied and was accepted into a mas-

terõs program in English at UCLA. In 

1964, she learned that the Peace Corps 

needed English teachers in Nigeria and 

she put her education at UCLA on hold. 

 As a Peace Corps Volunteer, for two 

years Doris taught English literature at 

the School for Arabic Studies in Kano ð 

the only woman on the faculty. She 

learned not to be too upset when her 

students scolded her for reaching out to 

touch a tablet used only for writing vers-

es from the Koran. During her school 

holidays, she traveled with PCV Mary 

Ware as often and as far as possible. 

After Peace Corps, she returned to 

UCLA, earning both her masterõs degree 

and a TESOL certificate. 

In 1977, Bell Helicopter advertised for 

ESL teachers for their Iranian pilots. 

Doris signed a two-year contract, flew to 

Chicago for training, and arrived in Teh-

ran before Christmas. About a year later, 

she left Iran ahead of the American Em-

bassy hostage crisis. 

Doris returned to California, contin-

ued teaching, and eventually became the 

coordinator of the Culver City Adult 

School ESL program. 

Doris retired in 2001 and finally had 

the time to write without distractions. 

In 2017, Doris was diagnosed with a 

stage 4 tumor. While in hospice care, she 

chose to donate the proceeds from the 

sale of her house to fund a scholarship at 

her alma mater for young women like 

herself: handicapped and from a family 

too poor to pay for college. 

[Source: Jeryll Taylor, one of her best 

friends] 

-ÁÒÔÉÎ !Ȣ &ÅÌÔÏÎȟ ɉΧΫɊ άΫ-άέ 
Martin Felton served in the Peace 

Corps in Bichi, Nigeria. 

In 1978, Felton began his career as 

principal at Colegio Bolivar, a private 

American school in Cali, Columbia, un-

der the directorship of Dr. Curtis Harvey. 

In August 1984, he became the schoolõs 

director, a position he held until July 

2003. 

Under his leadership, the school em-

barked upon an era of permanent inno-

vation, fostering the importance of com-

munity participation, program develop-

ment, and campus growth, including the 

construction of a new library, science 

building, and classrooms. The student 

population also grew dramatically under 

his term as director, increasing from 600 

to 1200. Since then the school has been 

organized into four sections that assure 

highly individualized instruction. 

With over 2,500 alumni, Colegio Boli-

var graduates are recognized for their 

inquisitive, caring, and socially conscious 

nature. Dr. Felton cultivated a powerful 

school culture that centered on the values 

of respect, caring, democracy, trust, au-

tonomy and communication. His leader-

ship style promoted growth and the inde-

pendence of everyone within the organi-

zation, a testament to his deliberate and 

creative leadership. 

Dr. Felton was widely known in edu-

cational circles locally, nationally, and 

internationally. He was extremely proud 

of the school community and immensely 

enjoyed being an integral part of so many 

studentsõ lives. 

Upon his retirement in 2003, the 

school named its library the Martin Fel-

ton Library. 

Martin Felton was married to Carol 

Felton. He was the father of Amanda, 

Nathaniel and Ariel and adopted daugh-

ter Alejandra Zamorano. He had five 

grandchildren. 

[Source: Joseph Nagy, Ed.D. Colegio 

Bolivar] 

3ÁÎÄÒÁ 3ÕÅ (ÁÁÃËȟ ɉΨΪɊ άά-άή 
Sandra Sue Haack, age 72, of Sheldon, 

IA, died Saturday, July 8, 2017. She was 

born February 8, 1945 to Dale and Flor-

ence (Fieldbinder) Hadfield in Sheldon, 

IA. She was a graduate of Sheldon High 

School and AIB Business School in Des 

Moines, IA. 

Sandy married her high school sweet-

heart, Rich Haack, on December 27, 

1964. One of the highlights of their early-

married years was following Sandyõs 

dream to join the Peace Corps, where 

they served in Ibadan, Nigeria from 1966 

to 1968. Sandy and Rich were blessed 

with two daughters, Susan and Nicole, 

whom they enjoyed raising on the family 

farm near Sheldon. 

Sandy was a person of prayer and 

loved being involved in her home church 

as well as reaching out to other women in 

her community. Her interests included 

Bible studies, prayer times, encouraging 

others in their faith, and personal conver-

sations with people over the phone or a 

cup of tea. 

She is survived by her husband, Rich 

Haack; her two daughters: Susan and her 

husband, Todd Huesman, and Nicole 

(Continued on next page) 
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and her husband, Kirk Sims; her three 

grandsons: Nicholas Huesman, Aiden 

Sims, and Eli Sims; her sisters-in-law, 

Nella Mae Haack, Rebecca Thompson, 

and Barb Haack. 

[Source: www.nwestiowa.com, July 

10, 2017] 

2ÏÇÅÒ ,ÁÎÄÒÕÍȟ ɉΦΨɊ άΧ-άΩ 
Roger Landrum died after a brief 

illness on Saturday, December 9, 2017, 

at his home in Washington, DC. 

Roger was a central figure in the cre-

ation of what is now the National Peace 

Corps Association (NPCA). In his ca-

reer in Washington, DC, Landrum also 

became a leader in the national service 

movement, becoming a founding presi-

dent of Youth Service America and later 

Youth Service International. 

For several decades Roger worked 

closely with the Ford, Kellogg, and Mott 

foundations, and other philanthropies 

that supported non-government move-

ment to offer voluntary community 

service in programs modeled after the 

Peace Corps. He worked closely with 

other champions of national service, 

including Senator Harris Wofford and 

Father Theodore Hesburgh. 

Roger was dedicated to the notion 

that all young people find their voice, 

take action, and make an impact on vital 

community issues. He helped lead ef-

forts resulting in the passage of the Na-

tional and Community Service Acts of 

1990 and 1993. Roger was recognized 

by his alma mater ð Albion College ð 

with an Honorary Doctorate in Public 

Service. He endowed a fellowship pro-

gram for students at the college. 

Roger served as a Peace Corps Vol-

unteer at Nsukka, Nigeria - in the sec-

ond group sent to Nigeria - from 1961 

to 1963. Afterwards, he directed Peace 

Corps training programs for Nigeria. He 

visited some of the PCVs he trained in 

the North and the East, as the country 

was moving toward war. Roger was the 

subject of a popular documentary, 

òGive Me a Riddle,ó that was filmed by 

a close friend and fellow Nigeria RPCV, 

David Schickele. During the war Roger 

was hired by UNICEF as a photogra-

pher to document child starvation in 

Biafra, and he photographed evacuated 

Biafran children with acute starvation 

effects on Sao Tome. 

Seven years after the formation of 

the NPCA in Omaha, Roger, as presi-

dent of the RPCVs of Washington, DC, 

played a lead role in the celebration of 

the 25th anniversary of the Peace Corps. 

The 1986 gathering drew more than 

5,000 Returned Peace Corps Volunteers 

to the nationõs capital. As Roger wrote 

in a blog post published on the Peace 

Corps Worldwide website, òThe most en-

during impact of the 25th anniversary 

conference was engaging the growing 

number of Returned Peace Corps Vol-

unteers as an organized force supporting 

the three goals of the Peace Corps.ó 

As NPCA affiliate groups continue 

to serve as a major force in our commu-

nity, a quantum leap in development 

occurred in the immediate aftermath of 

the anniversary conference, where the 

number of affiliated groups surged from 

a handful to over 100. 

òRoger was a pivotal figure in the 

history of NPCA,ó says NPCA Presi-

dent and CEO Glenn Blumhorst. òHe 

personified a lifelong commitment to 

Peace Corps ideals, and his legacy of 

leadership through service will long be 

remembered by the Peace Corps com-

munity.ó 

Along with a long-standing commit-

ment to service above self, Roger also 

excelled in the field of photography. 

During his Peace Corps service, he grew 

increasingly interested in photography, 

resulting in work and recognition in fine 

art photography. In 2008, Roger re-

ceived the Prix de la Photographie Paris. He 

was a first-place winner in the 2008 In-

ternational Photography Awards (IPA) 

and received further recognition for his 

work by the IPA in 2009. 

[Source: Jonathan Pearson, In Me-

moriam NPCA] 

&ÒÅÄÅÒÉÃË %Ȣ ɉ2ÉÃËɊ -ÁÃÈÍÅÒȟ 

*ÒȢȟ ɉΧήɊ άά-άέ 
Frederick Machmer Jr. died at age 77 

on November 18, 2017. The cause of 

death was complications from pancreat-

ic cancer, resulting in heart failure. 

He received his undergraduate degree 

from Mount Union College in Alliance, 

OH and a Doctorate in International 

Law from Cornell University. 

Following three years of service as a 

Peace Corps Volunteer in Ukehe, Nige-

ria and in Liberia, Rick embarked on a 

long and distinguished career in the U.S. 

Foreign Service. Over a 35-year period, 

Dr. Machmer was a USAID Mission 

Director at overseas posts in Afghani-

stan, Ethiopia, Georgia, Lebanon, Ne-

pal, Somalia, and Sudan. He also served 

as Director of the USAID/Washington 

Office of Middle East Affairs. 

His numerous awards in service to 

his nation included a 2001 State Depart-

ment Group Meritorious Honor Award 

for òoutstanding sustained effort to 

prevent a human catastrophe in Ethio-

pia.ó In 1992, President George H.W. 

Bush honored Dr. Machmer with the 

Presidential Meritorious Honor Award. 

He also received USAIDõs Superior 

Honor Award in 1985 and Distin-

guished Honor Award in 1988. 

[Source: In-Memoriam, NPCA] 

-ÁÒÙ -Ȣ -ÕÒÒÁÙȟ ɉΨΨɊ άά-άή 
Mary Murray, of Green Harbor, MA, 

was a member of Nigeria 22 and died 

suddenly on May 2, 2017. Mary taught 

at the Girls Secondary School in Kano 

from 1966 to 1968. 

Mary and her friend Gail Swantko 

Lamont traveled overland by local 

transport to Timbuktu in the hot season 

and 3000 miles throughout West Africa. 

They remained good friends for 51 years 

ð exchanging the most ridiculous post-

cards, birthday cards, and phone calls, 

whenever challenging weather visited 

either of their hometowns. 

RPCV gatherings were not her thing, 

but Mary was proud of her Peace Corps 

service. Many members of Nigeria 22 

were friends of Mary. 

[Source: Gail Swantko Lamont, 

12/6/2017] 

%ÌÉÎ -Ȣ .ÙËÁÎÅÎȟ ɉΦΧɊ άΧ-άΩ 
Elin M. Nykanen, 78, of Edgewood, 

NM passed away on January 12, 2017, 

following a sudden illness. She was born 

(Continued from previous page) 
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to the late Frederick and Thelma 

(Gilmore) Youngdahl on August 19, 

1938 in Attleboro, MA. She served in 

the Peace Corps in Ibadan, Nigeria from 

1961 to 1963, returning to the family 

manufacturing business. She married 

Stanley E. Nykanen January 16, 1965, 

moving to New Mexico in 1969, and 

settling on a ranch in Edgewood in 

1973. She was a past Matron of the Or-

der of the Eastern Star #33 in Estancia, 

NM. She loved to sew, knit, crochet and 

weave. 

Elin was preceded in death by her 

husband Stanley, her brother Donald 

Youngdahl, and sister-in-law Phyllis 

Juntenen. She is survived by her son 

Eric and wife Jayme of Cedar Grove, 

NM; daughter Alina of Edgewood, NM; 

brother-in-law David and Alice 

Nykanen; Carl and Sue Nykanen of 

Michigan; sister-in-law, Ruth Stoves of 

Nebraska; granddaughters Kayla Sum-

mers, and Shelby and Haylee Nykanen; 

grandson Eric Summers; and numerous 

nieces and nephews. 

[Source: Edgewood News, New 

Mexico, January 18, 2017] 

$ÒȢ 2ÉÃÈÁÒÄ !ÌÆÒÅÄ 3ÍÉÔÈȟ 

ɉÓÔÁǟɊ άΧ-άΩ 
Richard A. Smith, M.D., M.P.H. was 

born October 13, 1932 in Norwalk, CT 

and died March 10, 2017 at his home in 

Honolulu, Hawaii. He was 84. Dr. Smith 

was a global health leader widely recog-

nized as a founder of the physician as-

sistant (PA) profession. An officer in 

the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS) 

for 25 years, Dr. Smith is remembered 

for his groundbreaking roles as the sec-

ond USPHS medical officer to go 

abroad with the Peace Corps in Lagos, 

Nigeria in 1961. He later served as Dep-

uty Medical Director of Peace Corps 

worldwide. 

As Director of Field Operations for 

the Office of Equal Health Opportunity 

(OEHO) in 1966, under Surgeon Gen-

eral William Stewart, Dr. Smith helped 

to ensure desegregation of 7000 Ameri-

can hospitals after the passage of the 

Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Medicare. 

President Lyndon Johnson asked Dr. 

Smith to desegregate the hospital in 

Lady Bird Johnsonõs hometown of Mar-

shall, TX first, and to do it personally. 

OEHOõs desegregation campaign was 

described as òperhaps the most peaceful 

and successful civil rights effort in 

American history,ó by American Legacy 

magazine in 2000. 

As the first Director of International 

Health Manpower Planning in the Of-

fice of the Surgeon General (1965-68), 

Dr. Smith became the first African 

American and the youngest person ap-

pointed to official U.S. delegations for 

the World Health Assembly in Geneva 

in 1967, 1968, and 1970. Over the next 

two decades he continued to serve on 

two human resource committees of 

World Health Organization (WHO). 

Richard Smithõs lifelong commitment 

to his vision was inspired at a church 

work-camp in the mountains of pre-

Castro Cuba when he was seventeen. In 

a rural clinic he assisted a òpractical 

nurseó who was a daily lifeline for fami-

lies between the few hours each week 

when an overworked doctor visited. Dr. 

Smith switched his college major from 

music to medicine, determined not only 

to become a doctor but also to 

òmultiply my healing handsó by training 

others to extend care. 

Dr. Smith earned his B.S. and M.D. 

from Howard University in 1953 and 

1957 and his M.P.H. from Columbia 

University in New York City in 1960. As 

a medical student, he first researched 

tropical diseases at the National Insti-

tutes of Health. This led him to become 

the first medical student to be commis-

sioned in the USPHS as an ensign in 

1956. During his public residencies and 

at Columbia he continued work in epi-

demiology and tropical diseases. 

He put this knowledge to use imme-

diately in the Peace Corps where he 

developed policies and protocols to 

keep volunteers healthy and safe. While 

overseas he validated the need, the pos-

sibility, and the appropriateness of train-

ing non-physician providers to meet 

health care needs in underserved areas. 

Dr. Smith, together with Dr. Eugene 

Stead, Jr., at Duke University, and Dr. 

Henry K. Silver, at the University of 

Colorado, are recognized as co-founders 

of Americaõs physician assistant profes-

sion by the Physician Assistant History 

Society. Today the profession is one of 

Americaõs fastest growing. Currently 

over 100,000 PAs are working in the 

U.S. and the demand is accelerating 

worldwide. 

Richard Smith is survived by his first 

wife of 18 years, Parbattee Spangler-

Gangadhar, a Florida resident, and their 

sons Dirk Smith, Rik Smith, and Erik 

Smith, all residents of the San Francisco 

Bay Area; and his second wife of 40 

years Lorna Carrier Smith and their sons 

Blake Smith and Quintin Smith living in 

Honolulu, Hawaii. He has 9 grandchil-

dren: Devin Smith, Brandon Smith, 

Sumariya Smith, Indar Smith, Ahsha 

Smith, Eril Smith, Ellie Smith, Evann 

Smith and Sienna Smith. 

[Source: Dennis Raymond, MEDEX 

Northwest Magazine, March 15, 2017] 

7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ (Ȣ 7ÈÁÌÅÎȟ ɉΨΦɊ άά-άέ 
Bill Whalen, Nigeria 20, passed away 

on April 16, 2016. He graduated from 

the University of Illinois majoring in 

aviation and business administration. 

Bill pursued his love of flying and sailing 

his entire life. He was a pilot for Ameri-

can Eagle Airlines. Astronomy was also 

one of his passions and he was an avid 

follower of eclipses. In Nigeria, Bill 

worked in the field of teacher training. 

After his evacuation, owing to the Bia-

fran War, Bill took a bold initiative. He 

flew himself to Ethiopia and started a 

technical school for street children in 

Addis Ababa. The Peace Corps accepted 

him again based on this excellent 

achievement. Later in life, Bill enjoyed 

volunteering at the San Diego Maritime 

Museum, where he had an opportunity 

to crew òThe Star of Indiaó ship. Bill is 

survived by his wife Judy Harris 

Whalen, (27) 66-67; two daughters, 

Kerya and Jessica; and three grandchil-

dren. 

[Source: Rose Franke Koch and San-

dra Demerly Wittenbrink, both (20) 66-

67] 

(Continued from previous page) 
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by Virginia DeLancey (04) 62-64 

$ÁÔÁ 3ÈÏ× .ÉÇÅÒÉÁÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ -ÏÓÔ 

%ÄÕÃÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ 

The New York Times reported recent-

ly that in June, at an Oval Office meet-

ing attended by top White House offi-

cials, President Trump read a list reveal-

ing the number of immigrants that had 

entered the country. He stated that Haiti 

had sent 15,000 and that they all had 

AIDS. He also noted that 40,000 had 

come from Nigeria and that they would 

never ògo back to their hutsó in Africa 

after seeing the U.S. 

In contrast to Mr. Trumpõs under-

standing of Nigerians, data indicate that 

although they make up only a small por-

tion of the U.S. population, 17 percent 

of Nigerians in the U.S. held masterõs 

degrees and 4 percent had a doctorate, 

according to a 2006 American Commu-

nity Survey conducted by the U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau. In addition, 37 percent had 

bachelorõs degrees. Nigerian immigrants 

have the highest levels of education in 

the nation, surpassing whites and 

Asians, according to census data. 

To put those figures into perspective, 

only 8 percent of the white population 

in the U.S. had masterõs degrees, only 1 

percent had doctorates, and only 19 

percent had bachelorõs degrees. Asians 

come closer to the Nigerians with 12 

percent holding masterõs degrees and 3 

percent having doctorates. 

The reasons that Nigerians have such 

a large percentage of graduate degrees 

include Nigerian societyõs emphasis on 

education. After immigration to the 

U.S., immigration law also becomes 

important. The Immigration and Na-

tionality Act of 1965 made it easier for 

Africans to enter the U.S., but mostly as 

students or highly skilled professionals. 

So, many Africans pursued higher levels 

of education to navigate the minefield of 

immigration. 

Not all Africans followed this route, 

however. Some say that their motivation 

to seek higher education was driven by 

their desire to overcome being a double 

minority, black and African. Another 

motivation, is that in Nigerian house-

holds, the best inheritance that a parent 

can give a child is not jewelry or cash or 

material things; it is a good education; it 

is expected.  (Source:  Leslie Casimir, 

2008, Houston Chronicle, updated 

1/12/18; Washington Post, 12/23/17). 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ "ÕÈÁÒÉ .ÁÍÅÄ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ 

5ÎÉÏÎȭÓ !ÎÔÉ-#ÏÒÒÕÐÔÉÏÎ #ÈÁÍÐÉÏÎ 

     The African Union has selected Pres-

ident Muhammadu Buhari as the 2018 

Anti-Corruption Champion for its 30th 

African Union Summit in Addis Ababa.  

Buhari thanked his African colleagues 

for entrusting him with such a noble 

responsibility.  He pledged to do his 

best òto ensure that the anti-corruption 

agenda will receive the attention it de-

serves and make the impact that every-

one hopes for during 2018 and be-

yond.ó  (Source:  Vanguard [Lagos], 

1/28/18). 

4ÈÅ &ÅÄÅÒÁÌ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ #ÅÎÔÅÒȟ       

5ÍÕÁÈÉÁ ȟ #ÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ Á 3ÅÃÏÎÄ 

"ÁÔÃÈ ÏÆ +ÉÄÎÅÙ 4ÒÁÎÓÐÌÁÎÔÓ 

The Federal Medical Center, Umua-

hia, Abia State, said that it is set to con-

clude the second batch of kidney trans-

plantations on two individuals. The first 

batch was performed in December 

2017. Following that success, the Feder-

al Medical Centerõs Medical Director, 

Dr. Awali Chukwu, told reporters that 

in 2018 the hospital would be perform-

ing 20 kidney implantations every six 

months. In the scheduled second batch 

of transplantations of two men, one of 

the donors is said to be a woman.  

(Source:  The Guardian [Lagos], 

1/25/18). 

6/! ,ÁÕÎÃÈÅÓ .Å× "ÏËÏ (ÁÒÁÍ 

$ÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ  
Voice of Americaõs new documen-

tary, Boko Haram: Journey from Evil, 

launched at a series of events in Wash-

ington, DC and London, beginning at 

the end of October. What started as 18 

hours of behind-the-scenes Boko Ha-

ram footage, obtained by VOA editor 

Ibrahim Ahmed, developed into a fea-

ture-length film. Narrated by award-

winning British-Nigerian actor David 

Oyelowo, best known for his role as 

Martin Luther King, Jr. in the film Selma, 

the 55-minute documentary about Boko 

Haram goes beneath the surface to re-

veal workings of the group and the Ni-

gerian governmentõs response. Drawing 

on 18 hours of secret Boko Haram vid-

eo obtained by Voice of America, the 

documentary reveals a hidden world of 

torture and executions. The documen-

tary takes the story beyond the terror, 

profiling Nigerian citizens who are re-

sisting the terrorists and working to 

bring about change. 

Senior executive producer Beth Men-

delson said she believes òthe success of 

the film is due, in large measure, to the 

great reporting talent of the journalists 

of the VOAõs Hausa language service, 

who possess a deep understanding of 

Boko Haram.ó The documentary was 

first previewed at three Washington, DC 

venues: The Council of Foreign Rela-

tions, the U.S. Agency for International 

Development, and the U.S. Capitol Visi-

tor Center. It premiered on November 2 

at the U.S. Institute of Peace in Wash-

ington, DC, attracting an overflow 

crowd, including featured documentary 

subjects Bukky Shonibare, the founder 

of the òBring Back Our Girlsó move-

ment and photographer Fati Abubakar, 

creator of òBits of Borno,ó a photog-

raphy project chronicling life in Ni-

geriaõs Borno State. It also premiered in 

New York on January 24 at the Council 

on Foreign Relations. 

VOA Director Amanda Bennett 

joined the documentary producers at the 

London premier at Chatham House. She 

said that it goes inside Nigerian society, 

and that while tragic, it shows how Ni-

gerians are fighting to take back their 

country. 

The documentary, Boko Haram: Jour-

ney from Evil, runs 55 minutes and is 

online in English, Hausa, French and 

other languages.  (Source:  Voice of Amer-

ica [Washington, DC], 11/3/17, 

11/20/17; Vanguard [Lagos], 1/25/18). 

+ÉÄÎÁÐÐÅÄ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÁÎÄ #ÁÎÁÄÉÁÎ #ÉÔÉȤ

ÚÅÎÓ &ÒÅÅÄ 

A group of U.S. and Canadian citi-

zens were abducted while traveling in 

two vehicles from Kafanchan in Kaduna 

(Continued on next page) 
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State to Abuja. The travelers, who were 

ambushed in a forested area north of 

the capital Abuja, were found during a 

joint military and police operation. Two 

of their police escorts were killed during 

an exchange of gun fire with the abduc-

tors. However, the Americans and Ca-

nadians were all in good health when 

found, according to a police spokesman. 

Kidnapping for ransom is common 

in Nigeria, with foreigners and high-

profile Nigerians frequently targeted. 

Two German archeologists were ab-

ducted in the same region last February 

and were later freed. However, in Octo-

ber, four Britons were abducted in the 

Niger Delta region. One was killed while 

the other three were released after nego-

tiations.  (Source:  BBC, 1/20/18). 

!ÒÍÙ ,ÁÕÎÃÈÅÓ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ Ȱ+ÁÒÁÍÉÎ 

'ÏÒÏȱ 

The 1st Division, Nigerian Army, 

Kaduna, has launched a special opera-

tion in parts of Kaduna and Niger States 

to address rising cases of kidnapping, 

armed robbery and cattle rustling. The 

operation, code-named òKaramin Go-

ro,ó will cover the Minna-Birnin, Gwan-

Pandogari and Minna-Sarkin Pawa gen-

eral area. Deputy Director, Army Public 

Relations, Col. Muhammad Dole, said in 

Kaduna that the special operation in-

volved the Nigeria Air Force, Police, 

Department of State Service operatives 

and the Nigeria Civil Defense Corps. He 

said that armed robberies, cattle rustling 

and kidnapping in the affected areas 

pose serious security threats to Nigeri-

ans. The criminals use the thick forests 

as hideouts and major highways as stag-

ing areas, and perpetrate their activities 

along major roads, adjoining towns and 

villages. As a result, residents have aban-

doned their villages and fled to un-

known destinations, leaving their villag-

es completely deserted. 

In response to security concerns, the 

Division launched Operation Karamin 

Goro to clear the remnants of the crimi-

nals from their bases and ensure the 

safety of lives and properties, and the 

safe movement of persons and motor-

ists along the areas of operation. Dole 

urged the general public to provide 

credible information to the security 

agencies that would lead to speedy exe-

cution of the exercise. He said that 

those with useful information should 

call 193 from any network provider for 

prompt response by security agencies.  

(Source:  Daily Trust [Abuja], 1/25/19). 

/ÂÁÓÁÎÊÏȭÓ Ȱ#ÏÁÌÉÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ .ÉÇÅÒÉÁȱ ÔÏ 

,ÁÕÎÃÈ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ΩΧ 

A political movement promoted by 

former Nigerian president Olusegun 

Obasanjo, Coalition for Nigeria, was 

due to launch January 31 in Abuja. The 

movement is currently being coordinat-

ed by a former governor of Osun State, 

Olagunsoye Oyinlola, a long-standing 

associate of the former Nigerian leader. 

The former president issued a scathing 

public commentary on the Buhari ad-

ministration, advising the President to 

take a òdeserved restó and urging Nige-

rians to vote him out of office should 

Mr. Buhari insist on running for re-

election. 

Mr. Obasanjo advocated the estab-

lishment of the movement that he called 

Coalition for Nigeria, to offer a new 

leadership for the country. He said that 

the two major parties, the ruling All 

Progressives Congress (APC), and the 

opposition Peoples Democratic Party 

(PDP), are unfit to provide leadership. 

The former president spent about 

three months consulting with political 

leaders in the country planning the 

movement. Many of those consulted by 

Mr. Obasanjo are said to have signed on 

to the idea. At least seven governors and 

scores of lawmakers have agreed to join 

the coalition.  (Source:  Premium Times 

[Abuja], 1/25/18). 

0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÙ -ÕÍ /ÖÅÒ /ÂÁÓÁÎÊÏȭÓ 

%ØÐÌÏÓÉÖÅ 2ÅÂÕËÅ ÏÆ "ÕÈÁÒÉ 

The Nigerian presidency has kept 

mum over the excoriating public state-

ment issued by former President 

Olusegun Obasanjo calling on President 

Muhammadu Buhari not to run for re-

election. 

 In a strong statement, Mr. Obasanjo 

blamed President Buhari for the wors-

ening economic situation in the country, 

òclannishness,ó and his inability to take 

responsibility for the failings of his ad-

ministration. Mr. Obasanjo also dis-

missed the ruling All Progressive Con-

gress (APC) and the main opposition 

Peoples Democratic Party as lacking the 

ingredient to salvage the country. He 

called for another political movement, 

which he christened the Coalition for 

Nigeria, to oust the present political 

class and save the country from an im-

pending doom. 

Citing the scandalous recall of fugi-

tive pension task force head, Ab-

dulrasheed Maina, to public service, Mr. 

Obasanjo accused Mr. Buhari of nepo-

tism and the inability to instill discipline 

òin his nepotistic court.ó He said the 

manner of the recall stank of òcollusion, 

condonation, ineptitude, incompetence, 

dereliction of responsibility or kinship 

and friendship on the part of those who 

should have taken visible and deterrent 

disciplinary action.ó 

Mr. Obasanjo also slammed Mr. 

Buhari for his òpoor understandingó of 

Nigeriaõs social-political dynamics, say-

ing his leadership has widened division 

and inequality in the country. This has 

an effect on general national security, 

according to the former president. 

He accused Mr. Buhari of having a 

penchant for òpassing the buck.ó òIf 

things were good, President Buhari 

would not need to come in. He was 

voted to fix things that were bad and 

not engage in the blame game,ó the for-

mer President said. 

The APC did not have any immedi-

ate response. The APC had only relied 

on what it saw in the circulating media 

and would only respond after having a 

chance to study the letter more closely. 

Mr. Obasanjoõs attacks coincide with 

growing criticism of the Buhari admin-

istration amid deadly farmer-herdsmen 

conflicts and petrol scarcity.  (Source:  

Premium Times [Abuja], 1/23/18). 

.ÉÇÅÒ $ÅÌÔÁ -ÉÌÉÔÁÎÔÓ ,ÉÓÔ +ÅÙ /ÉÌ 

!ÓÓÅÔÓ 4ÁÒÇÅÔÅÄ ÆÏÒ $ÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ 

A Coalition of Niger Delta Agitators 

listed a number of oil fields and installa-

(Continued from previous page) 
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tions as targets for resumed attacks if the 

Federal Government failed to address 

specific grievances agitating the region. 

Following three weeks of consultations 

and meetings across the Niger Delta 

region, the group, in resolutions adopted 

in Port Harcourt, also gave Fulani herds-

men one month to vacate the region or 

face dire consequences.  (Source:  Van-

guard [Lagos], 1/25/18) 

Signatories to the resolution included 

but were not limited to John Duku 

(Niger Delta Watchdogs and Convener, 

Coalition of Niger Delta Agitators), Ek-

po Ekpo (Niger Delta Volunteers), 

Osarolor Nedam (Niger Delta Warriors), 

and Asukwo Henshaw (Bakassi Strike 

Force).  (Source:  Vanguard [Lagos]. 

1/25/18). 

#ÏÃÏÁ &ÁÒÍÅÒÓ 4ÈÒÅÁÔÅÎ .ÁÔÉÏÎ×ÉÄÅ 

3ÔÒÉËÅ 

Cocoa farmers have threatened a na-

tionwide strike over the sectorõs neglect. 

They made the threat under the aegis of 

the National Executive Council of the 

Cocoa Farmers Association of Nigeria 

(CFAN). After a meeting in Akure, they 

also alleged that government procured 

substandard agro inputs for the sector, 

despite the diversification by the federal 

government into agriculture. Almost a 

quarter of Nigeria cocoa plantations 

were destroyed by fire during last yearõs 

dry season without any support from the 

Federal Government, despite complaints 

by the farmers.  (Source:  The Guardian 

[Lagos], 12/25/18, 1/25/18). 

.ÉÇÅÒÉÁÎ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ "ÏÂÓÌÅÄ ÁÎÄ 3ËÅÌȤ

ÅÔÏÎ 4ÅÁÍÓ ÔÏ #ÏÍÐÅÔÅ ÉÎ 7ÉÎÔÅÒ 

/ÌÙÍÐÉÃÓ 

Athletes Seun Adigun, Ngozi 

Onwumere, Akuoma Omeoga and 

Simidele Adeagbo are representing Nige-

ria at the 2018 Winter Olympics in 

Pyeongchang, South Korea, February 9-

25, 2018. This is the first time in history 

that Nigeria will have made an appear-

ance at the Winter Olympics. 

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, and 

Travelstart Nigeria, Africaõs largest 

online travel agency, have partnered to 

transport the Nigerian team to Pyeong-

chang to show their support for the 

achievements of the team, as well as their 

deep commitment to progress in Africa, 

according to Philip Akeson, Country 

Manager of Travelstart Nigeria and Mi-

chael Colleau, General Manager, Air 

France KLM Nigeria & Ghana.  (Source:  

Vanguard [Lagos], 1/26/18). 

'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÔÏ $ÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ΓΧ 

-ÉÌÌÉÏÎ ÏÆ &ÒÅÅ #ÏÎÔÒÁÃÅÐÔÉÖÅÓ 

The Federal Government said it has 

released $1 million for the delivery of 

contraceptives for the enhancement of 

quality family planning among Nigerians.  

(Source:  Vanguard [Lagos], 1/25/18). 

3ÐÅÃÉÁÌÉÓÔ (ÏÓÐÉÔÁÌ ÉÎ 9ÅÎÁÇÏÁ #ÁÎ 

.Ï× 2ÅÖÅÒÓÅ 3ÔÒÏËÅÓȟ $ÅÁÄ ,ÉÍÂÓ 

The Bayelsa State Government has 

boasted that its specialist hospital in 

Yenagoa can now reverse some life-

threatening medical conditions, including 

strokes, when presented within the first 

hour of attack, and dead limbs due to 

chronic diabetes. The State Commission-

er for Health said the government has 

acquired the latest equipment available in 

the field of medicine. 

The Commissioner also noted that 

provisions had been put in place to 

check the outbreak and spread of Lassa 

fever and that the Bayelsa Health Service 

Scheme has been expanded to cater to all 

pregnant women in the state to reduce 

maternal and child mortality rates. He 

also highlighted the establishment of a 

Diagnostic Centre, a Drug Storage and 

Distribution Centre, construction of 

modern referral centers across the eight 

local government areas, and production 

of specialist manpower as part of the 

government achievement in the health 

sector.  (Source:  This Day [Lagos], 

1/25/18). 

-ÁÌÌÆÏÒ!ÆÒÉÃÁȟ .%0# 5ÎÖÅÉÌ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ 

ÔÏ !ÓÓÉÓÔ 7ÏÍÅÎ %ÎÔÒÅÐÒÅÎÅÕÒÓ 

MallforAfrica in collaboration with 

the Nigerian Export Promotion Council 

(NEPC) will assist over 200,000 women 

entrepreneurs in the country to sell their 

products in the global market, through 

the MFA Women Empowerment for 

Global Market Access Program (WE-

GMAP 2020). This initiative is a plat-

form that allows small and micro busi-

nesses to sell their products across the 

globe, thereby promoting made-in-

Nigeria products to the world. 

Speaking at the launch of the plat-

form in Lagos, MallforAfrica Managing 

Director, Tope Folayan, said: òWe are 

launching an export platform. Basically, 

up to this point, MallforAfrica has been a 

platform primarily for allowing interna-

tional merchants to sell in Africa, but 

now we are flipping it by allowing local 

merchants to sell internationally.ó òOur 

focus is on women because we realize 

that if you empower a woman, you are 

empowering an entire family and a com-

munity.ó 

Folayan noted that MallforAfrica has 

partnered with PayPal, MasterCard and 

VISA to address the issues of payments 

with international transactions, while also 

partnering with DHL Express to address 

logistic weaknesses. The regional director 

of NEPC South-West Region said that 

MallforAfrica is a platform that is en-

couraging the sales of made-in-Nigeria 

products across the globe. 

MallforAfrica Program Coordinator, 

Liz Oluwadare, said the goal of the initia-

tive is to build the capacity of 200,000 

women to export their products, im-

prove their quality standards, and pro-

vide them access to international mar-

kets. She said that the initial focus indus-

tries are fashion, clothing and textile, arts 

and crafts, jewelry and accessories, home 

décor, cosmetics, and African literature 

and entertainment, while we transition 

into food and beverages in a couple of 

months. She noted that the platform is 

open to all businesses to access the inter-

national market, but that the WE-GMAP 

initiative is only accessed by women en-

trepreneurs. Fashion Designers Associa-

tion of Nigeria, President Funmilayo 

Ajila-Ladipo, applauded the initiative, 

saying that the platform would create a 

lot of opportunities to many entrepre-

neurs doing great things that need expo-

sure.  (Source:  The Guardian [Lagos], 

1/25/18). 

(Continued from previous page) 
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4ÈÏÍÁÓ $ÅÎÎÅÒÂÙ ÏÆ 3×ÅÄÅÎ ÔÏ 

#ÏÁÃÈ .ÉÇÅÒÉÁÎ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ &ÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ 

4ÅÁÍ 

The Nigeria Football Federation 

(NFF) has confirmed Swedenõs Thomas 

Dennerby as head coach of the countryõs 

womenõs team. The 58-year-old has 

signed a deal until 2020 and replaces 

Florence Omagbemi, whose contract 

expired in 2016. 

Dennerby managed Swedenõs wom-

enõs team from 2005-2012, guiding the 

team to third place at the 2011 Womenõs 

World Cup in Germany. His appoint-

ment comes after the NFF appointed 

Randy Waldrum in October, only for the 

American to turn down the role, because 

he failed to agree to terms with the NFF. 

Dennerby will be assisted in his new 

role by his compatriot Jorgen Peterson, 

42. The contract is until the 2020 Olym-

pics in Tokyo in the initial phase, with 

the right for automatic renewal subject 

to meeting performance milestones as 

agreed. 

The Super Falcons have not played or 

trained since lifting the Womenõs Africa 

Cup of Nations for an eighth time in 

2016, when Omagbemi became the first 

woman to win the competition as both 

player and coach 

The first challenge for Dennerby will 

be the West African championship, the 

WAFU Womenõs Cup, in Ivory Coast 

scheduled for February 10-24. The team 

will then travel to Europe to play France 

in a friendly in April, after which the 

focus will be on securing a qualifying 

spot at the 2018 Africa Cup of Nations 

in Ghana. 

This yearõs Womenõs Nations Cup 

takes on extra significance as it will also 

determine the continentõs teams for the 

2019 Womenõs World Cup. Nigeria is 

the only womenõs team to have played in 

all seven of the Womenõs World Cup 

tournaments since 1991, but they have 

failed to translate their continental domi-

nance on the world stage. Their best 

performance came when reaching the 

quarter finals in 1999.  (Source:  BBC 

Sport [Lagos], 1/26/18). 

-ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒ ÏÆ 9ÏÕÔÈ ÁÎÄ 3ÐÏÒÔÓ 4ÈÁÎËÓ 

#!& 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

Nigeriaõs Minister of Youth and 

Sports, Solomon Dalung, thanked the 

President of the Confederation of Afri-

can Football (CAF) Ahmad Ahmad for 

his support for the five African nations 

that qualified for the World Cup in Rus-

sia with particular reference to Nigeriaõs 

Super Eagles, which are currently train-

ing in Casablanca, Morocco. The CAF 

President granted a financial subsidy of 

$500,000 to the five teams to strengthen 

the technical supervision of the teams, as 

well as Fieldwiz equipment, devices used 

for measuring the physical performance 

of outdoor team sports players. The 

teams include Nigeria, Tunisia, Egypt, 

Morocco and Senegal.  (Source:  This 

Day [Lagos], 1/25/18). 

(Continued from previous page) 

Abdullahi Edward To-

masiewicz, (25) 66-67, fre-

quent contributor to the news-

letter, celebrated his 75th 

birthday by having a ògigantic 

party held at an event center in 

order to accommodate the 

overflowing crowd of more 

than 400 friends and acquaint-

ances.ó 

Twelve of his 13 children 

were able to attend. Four of 

his sons (three of whom are 

attending school in Indianapo-

lis) flew in from the U.S. ð 

including Abdullahiõs son 

Aharon and his wife Jayne, 

who had never been to Nige-

ria before. A daughter (with 

her daughter) and another son 

flew in from London. Unfor-

tunately, his eldest son, Abdul-

lahi, who also lives in London, 

could not attend owing to a 

work commitment. 

    òThe partyõs Chairman was 

Alhaji Mohhamed Gumel, 

who holds the traditional title 

of Dan Iyan Gumel.ó Chair-

man Gumel and Abdullahi 

òtaught together at Gumel 

Teachers Training College in 

1973.ó 

    Other dignitaries in attend-

ance included òa representa-

tive of the Old Boys Associa-

tion of the Kano Educational 

Development Center, where 

Abdullahi taught in 1974, and 

a contingent from KanJig All 

Seasons Farmers Multipur-

pose Cooperative Society, an 

agricultural coop of which 

Abdullahi is the Vice Chair-

man of the Project Develop-

ment Committee.ó 

     Abdullahi wrote, òA good 

time was had by all and not a 

drop of alcohol was served!!!ó 

    Congratulations Abdullahi. 

&/. .Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȭÓ .ÉÇÅÒÉÁ #ÏÒÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÎÔ #ÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ έΫÔÈ "ÉÒÔÈÄÁÙ 

3ÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÂÁÃË ɉ,-2ɊȠ ÓÏÎ )ÌÙÁÓÕȟ ÁÄÏÐÔÅÄ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ :ÁÉÎÁÂȟ ÓÏÎ 

-ÏÈÁÍÍÅÄ 'ÁÄÄÁǢȟ ÅÌÄÅÓÔ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ 2ÅÂÅÃÃÁ ,ÁÍÉȟ ÓÏÎ 9ÁÈÁÙÁȟ ÓÏÎ 

!ÈÁÒÏÎȟ ÓÏÎ 3Á΄ÁÄÉÎÁ ɉÌÅÁÎÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÃÈɊȢ )Î ÆÒÏÎÔ ɉ,-2ɊȠ ÇÒÁÎÄ-

ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ #ÅÌÅÓÔÅ ÓÉÔÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÐ ÏÆ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ (ÁÎÎÁȟ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ×ÈÏÍ ÉÓ 

!ÂÄÕÌÌÁÈÉ ÈÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÓÔ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ !ÉÓÈÁȟ ×ÉÔÈ !ÙÕÂÁ ÎÅØÔ ÔÏ ÈÅÒ 

ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÎÇÅÓÔ ÓÏÎ !ÂÄÕÌÌÁÈÉ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÏÖÅÒ ÈÉÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄÅÒȟ ÄÁÕÇÈÔÅÒ !ÍÉÎÁ 

ÁÎÄ !ÈÁÒÏÎ΄Ó ×ÉÆÅ *ÁÙÎÅȢ  
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