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by Peter Hansen, (28866 treasurer Warren Keller, (23)656 Peace Corps and other international

garovided a brief financial report. Most assistance programs. The proposal was
notable was the total amount collecteddefeated by a vote of 110 to 315. Alt-

in donations, roughly $31,500, about hough relieved, he emphasized the need
with roughly 65 members and friends $3 ,'5 00 I es s t han [oatlsetll0Heuaserm@rabers te beacond
present. The meeting was held in Con_breaklr?g total. He then issued a chal- tac';ed.an_d educated by RECVS from
junction. with the National Peace Corpslenge:.'f egch attendee wrote qcheck fthew_d|str|cts. The second issue was
Association (NPCA) 2019 Peace Corps$50 this difference would be eI|m|nat9dmm|grat|on as it relates to cllr_nate
Connect Conference. Coincidently thean.q would honpr Greg QOne§, \{vho pri-change. He told the story of Pio Cptza—
decision to launch FéN was made’ at aormzed fund@smg during his final twolq, a boy whom Glen has known since
conference of the National Association?€&'S &5 pr_eS|dent. (As of 4_pm the dayis Peace Corp_s days (Guatemala 1988
of Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of th_e meeting, he had rece|yed check®1). Recently Pio, now a young man,
(forerunner of the NPCA) in Austin totaling more than half the d|fference.) crossed' the border into the U.S., turned
TX in 1995 by Cathy Onyemelukwé ngen Obasi, Exgcutlve Dlreqtpr of himself in, requested asylum, was re-
(04) 6264, and me. ' the African Community Health Initia- leased, but now wears an immigrant

FON president, Greg Jones, (22) 66t|ve (ACHI), provided an overview of ankle monitor until his case is adjudicat-

. ed. Owing to climate ¢
68, welcomed attendees, presided over . . temala is suffering from severe
the election of board members, and  Highlights of the year Inc'@{rjo%ug 9

reviewed the highlights of 2018 di s totall t and he had no future there. The
awardain rants totalinNGkhird i i
Members elected to the board are listed g9 Gthird issue concerns the need to publi

on the masthead on page two. They $39,550 to six organizatiofis the Peace Corps since many Amer-

include new members: Chris Clarkson working on the around i cang’? partllcularly millenniafsare not

(22) 6668, Monique LéBIanc (15) 65 ’ g ) i g Mamiliar with the Peace Cor_p; Recently

67 and S7pencer Ralston (1’35@4 Nigeria Glenn flew on Southwest Airlines and

1High|ights of the year i,ncluded an attendant, seeing the Peace Corps pin

awardinggrantstotaling$39550tosixh.e roorgan lzati on Gonwoik, | aps| r,pi asked an

organizations working on the'ground inh|story. She reviewed several projects P e a ¢ e Corps?96

Nigeria: DOVENET ($16,000), African for which FON had provided funding: Following refreshmen?s,_attendees

Commljnity Health Initiat}ve (é8 050) refurbishing an old school into a re- h(_eard from a panel co_nsustmg of Ross

Fantsuam Foundation ($5,000) ,Med’i- source center, a water project to bring Bigelow, (07) 685, Neil Cullen, (11) 64

wat Computer Science Séhool &$4 500F>ure water to the center, and the addi--6_6, and A_ndrew Hooks, a former Shell

American University of Nigeria Foundadon of sanitary facilities. ACHI con- Oil executive.

tion ($3,000) and Gadar Maiwa Prim ar?UCtS health assessments and provides Ross was a gquraphy teaqher ata

Health éenter ($3,000) nformation on disease management fcﬂecolndlary Zchogl in Ma|du?]ur|. He re-

; . illagers, and is an important resource ¢ a e ow the oO0noisybo
resﬁlrtigo?lti% ?;OC\QSS SCE)II\T L;Txea;yfgfr th or health education in the area. American teachers bothered the Brits.
. ' Ned Greel ey, c haTheyraegdrdedtieNi@esitake af ste-r -

which there were 210 respondents. Rat- . L o

ing various functions of FON, 59% of nal_l—!r—_zalth Committee, reported on thedent partl_mpatlon as noise; they pre-

respondents selected the ne\,/vsletter qactivities of DOVENET. Since March ferred uninterrupted lectures. He had
?0[18 F 6?\? a\g/a[ggld DPYEJ)\IIET vivid memories of the news of President

Ing $2

}?PhC?/ Ré)cgﬂgct?o;s (E:60/T)r;r?drthae_gran?s total ,0 .(See page7oKennedyds assassinatio

moriam (52%) ., wer éhis ?ewséetteﬁ fgr\ﬂggreg?,\%tfr;}iaé é/vhelmed by the hed#dlt, personal re-
enn Blum-9

N . eport on the worl O sponses of many Nigerians. Related to
?nénmc;);r Lse (];f go\éiz;)l r:we?jig %G%fn:vér V\;('e Erie‘?d%éard rom the assassi_nation, he recalled shqwing a
use it, 35% use it daily (prinéipally I:acg_orst, president of the NPCA, who ad- 16mm movie to 20_0 students at his
book)' and the remainder use it momhbgressed three issues: 110, Pio Cotzaloschool when a projector bulb e_xplqded.
(16%) or weekly (13%) and Southwest Airlines. 110 refersto The students_ scattered in all dlrt_act|ons.
: : the recent U.S. House vote on an He later realized that the explosion oc-
Acknowledging that ten days re-

mained in the 20189 fiscal year, FON amendment to eliminate funding for the (Continudéd on pa

The 2019 annual meeting of Friend
of Nigeria (FON) took place on June
20th at the Holiday Inn Austin Midtown
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by Jim Clark, (12)&8l

Our annuaFriends of Nigenieeting,
held in Austin, Texas this year, marks t
end of the tenure of Greg Jones as our
president. For the past eight years, Gr
has led our organlzqtlon and WE al€ SO4al donations to DOVENET and that
much better off for his leadership. : . ~

organizationds

During the early course of his tenureémd eradicate fistula.

Greg was diagnosed with multiple mye- . i
loma and has battled that disease for the We have also provided generous do
ons to Queen

: nat i
past seven years. Never one to give up, . e
he has fought with great courage and Munity Health Initiative (ACH]I), as she

determination. Never missing a beat, and her group have established and

Greq has conducted board meetings sponsored health screening clinics in
9! . X cings, Nigeria and when necessary provided the
participated in committee meetings (even

one from a hospital emergency room necessary drugs for chronic conditions
with the doctor looking on!) and led us such as diabetes and high blood pres-

. sure.
to bigger and be’Fter places. So, thanks As to Peace Corps funding, the Con-
Greg! You have inspired us all and we

are grateful and thankful for your dedicg_ressmnal appropriations Process Is g
. . ways long and arduous, but this year has
tion and service.

._been particularly scary. An amendment

The Austin meeting marks the begln'—by Rep. Mark Walker {fC) to the

ning of my tenure as your president. It IS . : .
: I, o Y2020 StatBoreign Operations bill
with much humility and trepidation that would have eliminated $19.1 billion from

I embark on this venture with you. | . . . .
. . international assistance programs, in-
look forward to working with our newly . e
cluding the complete elimination of

elected board.as we move |n.to the nextPeace Corps funding. The $410 million
phase of our life as an organization. We

allocated for Peace Corps would have
welcome three newly elected board instead been used for disaster relief and
members: Chris Clarkson, (22586

Kano: Monique LeBlanc, (15)65, other domestic causes. Fortunately, the

) amendment was defeated by a vote of
Kaduna; .and. Spencer Ralston, (13) 64 1106315. The National Peace Corps As-
66, Nawfia via Awka.

We also welcome Mimi Budd, (15) 6gomatlon s advocacy r_1etwork generated
. . more than 9,000 emails and other con-
-67, as our new vice president and re-

turning officers Mike Goodkind, (16} 65taCtS to help defeat this amen_dment.

. Glenn Blumhorst, NPCA president,
67, secretary; Warren Keller, (2856 urges all of us to contact our Congres-
treasurer; Chris Clarkson, (22586 9 9

) - sional representatives asking them to
membership chair; and Peter Hansen, support continued Peace Corps fundin
(27) 6668, newsletter editor. bp P 9.

We have much work to do as we con- We are encouraged by the number of

tinue to strive to be a gathering place foro who responded to our most recejig

survey. To date, 221 members have re-
our fellow volunteers who have served :
S . sponded and a substantial number have
in Nigeria. One of our main goals has

. offered to take on one or more of the
been to track and keep informed those .
R tasks required to make our group func-
who served in Nigeria whether they be _.
tion and be successful. Thanks to all
Peace Corps volunteers or staff, VSO
.volunteers, both new and old. We value
volunteers, or those who served there in ) .
o . ur dedication
other capacities. Additionally, even sonte
. without you.
50+ years later, we continue to be an

. . In closing, | appreciate the board
ongoing source of support for our Nige-_, . ~ = ; .
. ; placing its trust in me as president, and |
rian brothers and sisters.

Due to the generous contributions ofI.OOK forward to a challenging but excit-

) ing couple of years ahead.
our members, we have continued to careg P y

for and support our beloved Nigeria and

A variety of ktountry, orthe-ground

e .

projects. Most recently, we have been
eactive in funding efforts to improve ma-
®@rnal health in Nigeria through substan-
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Letters to the Editor

AOOA( Karl von Ahnen, Planetarium Direc- coming back into the fold in 1999 and
,C) EA ) tor Emeritus DeAnza College and Presineeting and becoming friends with so
dent of Pacific Planetarium Associatiormany more over the years
wrote: What brought on this bout of un
To The Editor: 0JJ Porter has BBritishsentenantabtywasninedaysi ng s c

Some PCVs who returned to Ameri- fi adventure giving a glimpse into whadve spent this spring with Dave Sugar-

ca after their service earned an advance§ ©U! d be happeni mgn (10)666. Davewpadnaofthee The
degree, got a job, got married, had kids story is well written and the charactefgst PCVs | met on my arrival at

and were too financially and happily are believabl e a sabongid@rayin 1965, wk lkeafernone nd é A
bound to their families, friends and lo- £ T U Iy enterta i ni meen\ery daseyfriedds for nearly 55

cales to continue traveling to distant __ SCHi enthusiasts who wish toread years. _ o

lands. But some of our friends contin- this imaginative work, please contact Andy Philpot, VSO Nigeria &

ued to do s@ and traveled even farther® J J gRorerl@yahoo.com awphilpo@rogers.com

din their dreams. James W. Porter, (25) Kare?p'ésg%q%%ggm To The Editor-

66:68, community development PCV ' This is a message of appreciation for

(a.k.a. JJ Porter), has put such a trave the Egitor: the inspired and talented leadership of

logue together in his first published Why | am thankful for the Peace  Greg Jones during his tenure as Presi-
book,Blood Nexushich | recently Corps. dent of FONGSs Board of

bought in paperback for $16.95+. As  aApart from some very practical rea- | wish also to thank Jim Clark and
noted on the |j ackegdhsiforbelng thafkiufidt he!Pedte the other leaders who have agreed to
I A strange signal from space. Corps, what | am most thankful for is stand for election as officers in their
I Three generations of travelers. the friendship | found in every PC vol- continuing service to FON.
1 Questions with answers found in  unteer and staff member that | ran into Carole L. Sherman, (11)68!
BLOOD. while in Nigeria. And then, by chance, clsherman@aristotle.net

' v rd
AO
The atendart had just spilled the
usud excessof gas on hirself and the

7EI AT @ 4AEAO

by Tom Hebert, (046462 pistons, unning on a nxture d about

80% petrol, 20% gaes. Hebett, Wilcox,

The geen ard white VW bus pulled
off theroad into the ga station just
outside Oglmmosho. Confidently the
driver pulled abngside the gs pump
with the lowesprice on the meter.0Gas
it up, Wilcox yelledto the tation at-
terdart, who wasfeeding somegunea
fowl behird thegrease eck oYessi? 6
repliedtheNigeranquizzicallyHebet
got outof the bus tatretch hslegs,
while Wicox asked no onim paticuar.
OoHow much gas you suppe thetank
holds ?Céenking thefuel pump tcelec-
tricd life, the attendant beg to fill the
tark. Tom said, 0T here® dmost awhole
shilling® dfferencein price between
thesetwo pumps .0 Ovak, thered a&big
price dfference here beween @rdinaryd
and @npum, éven maethan a
home ,said Wilcox b Hebert, who,
after all, lad pst arived in Nigeia,two
wedkslate than theveteransf the Ni-
geia IV group.

Summer 2019

rearerd of the mcrobus He shifted on
hisfeetunessily.0Sg . . .1 dond tinkt h
this ca warts gasd 00f coursewewant
gas. . .ordinarycausewed o rhdve
much maneyé6 N@ théNigerianin-
siged, | think mater® camwants [gt-
rol. 6vesh...but..ga ispetol .. .
isnd  isatd Wizox with rapdly de-
creasng conviction, until conviction
died wth acurse

The Voluntees good aufferingin
thelate aftemoon sunoGuess Novd
Bonewond get he bagyag after allo
Hebert mused reflecing an the planned
trip to llorin for some log luggace.
0Gotta findasiphon tube somewhere in
thiscr a t etteréd Wilcoxashe
peeed grinty into thehot bowek of the
VW endne compartment.

Forty-five minutes later, the micro-
bus mlled out southbound onto the
highway with a geat clatter of knocking

and the dtendant hadadl been unexpect-
edy nourished ty a halfpint of gas
(dias diesel fugbwdlowed in the pro-
cessof discoveringcarrect $phoning
procedure. Ludky you found thet tube
in the exging gdd Hebert, wiping the
oily corness of his mouth with agrimy
hardkerchief, dand wand it funny that
Dotty Has$dd®& dewad should happen

to show up? 6 edd, ¥rd when hetells

her,shedl get agreet laughout of it, 6
saidWilcox, making designen the

white steeing whed with his greasy

hardso @sispetol ispetrd is petol.6

[ Edi t or artcle Above first appelared
in the December 1962 issue (Vol. Il, No. 2)

ofThe Tilley Lampa publication written,

edited and published by Nigeria Peace Corps
Volunteers. The editors of this issue were Bob

Cohen, (04)-62, and Tom Hebert.]
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&OEATAO T £ . ECAOEA - Ab®POt EMi' OMOETNI glarAiO a dfthe qil regesitie das shiared wiH laca e g u n
(Continued) from page (Obasanjo, was a democratically electedovernments. Nigeria had major infra-
curred at about the same moment that president who succeeded military headsructure problems: refineries, electric
Lee Harvey Oswal d ofstats imedtnsentsireoffshord drillingpalver plants and the grid are not main-
Some experiences you never forget. and natural gas production were incredsined and have not been upgraded. The
Neil taught ESL and literatureata i ng; and Ni ger i ad snre@bilRy ofithe @lectribisystem has
from 3%  resulted in widespread use of imported,

to 6%. diesefueled electric generators, which
However, are far less efficient. On the plus side,
Hooks Hooks believes that Nigeria has extraor-
did not dinary opportunities in renewalies

gloss over both solar and wind.

Ni g er i aAfter abuffet luncheon served at the
problems Holiday Inn, we heard from our keynote
andshort- speaker OEzedé | yeme Ef
comings: tee into the Highest Ezeship of 1zzi

thehuge Ki ngdom, 6 a northeaste
increase  group. Efem has nearly 30 years of in-

in oil rev-  ternational health experience, mostly in

enuere- Africa and the U.S. He has managed

sulted in  projects with annual budgets ranging

decreased from $2M to $290M.

j, Of 2q 'TAOAx (TT1TEOR & Of AO -@&EWhinvest: EI T AhACAONt.IAET o# Ol h Alsh & ¥XQ
AT A 2100 "E@Nigentsin ®5G #fe of Womends Healt

other focus on the critical
secondary school in Birnin Kebbi. Afrs ect or s; t en per c ¢atthe populatn of MigeriadgsFesy oi | p
in the house that Neil shared with Bill duction was stolen. Environmental degyoung (42.45% are betweeh13!
Bingham, (10) 646, resulted in a real radation was a huge problem. Too littleyears). He is concerned by the Age Spe-
learning experience. Neil and Bill emp- cific Fertility Rates (ASFR) of young
tied the house of furniture and their Nigerian women (births per 1,000 wom-
belongings and fought the fire until the en):
wee hours of the morning. They were 1 108 14 years, ASFR = 2
pleased at having extinguished the fire § 15819 years, ASFR = 107

but the schoolds "HeURP®®rred to these a
with them for not having awakened hi Quintiles,d since moth

Did they start the fire intentionally? not ready for the responsibilities of
Why didndt they f H @notherhood, have high maternal and
subsequently brought them up before infant mortality rates, are more likely to
Board of Inquiry thankfully they were |8 have fistulas, and are a strain on
exonerated. Neil later realized that ther L ) healthcare services.
was much more to the story. The princ e , ; Efem proposed the following:
: 3 1 Introduce sex education early
1 Provide access to services
IEnforce the Child Rights Act (In
2003 Nigeria adopted the Child
Rights Act to mirror
vention on the Rights of the Child)
1 Introduce free basic education for all
at primary and secondary schools
Andrew Hooks worked for Shell Oil {I Redeploy most of the doctors and
in Nigeria 20005. He had nothing but nurses who have desk jobs at the
the warmest memories of his time in WA UAT A %&AI h ET OAOI Mirystry ofsHealthitq ¢ligigal practice
Nigeria. He arrived at a time of much PpOi FAOOEIT 1 Ol (Continued on next

was not in Birnin Kebbi by choice. He
didndét feel welco
respected. He worried that he would bé
held responsible for the damage to the
house. Neil said that this was a classic
example of two people talking by one
another.
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&OEATAO T £ . ECAOEA - AAGOnuis ,1®O06HIMC €A dAlD e dom aesrokviolance) hutmdiberrpartaf

(Continued from previ ip§iesPviith this name, and be preparea welplanned and coordinated drive to
He wondered if Nigeria has what it to pay a small sum to view the movie.)Islamize Nigeria. Many in the audience

takes to implement these proposals in a The final event on the schedule wasngere skeptical.

country whose maximum sentence for panel of Nigeriamericans consisting  During the Q&A panelists were

rape is three years but for engaging in of Godwin Ndukwe, Senior Revenue asked whether they, like many African

homosexual acts is ten years. Agent, International Technical SpecialFAmer i can parents, give

As an aside, Efem pointed out
that for many years it was believe
that fistulas were only a big proble
in the North and not in the South.
His explanation was that owing to
the ease of divorce for Muslim me
women in the North with fistulas
were more likely to become outca
and hence more visible whereas i
the South they remained with thei
families and were often concealed "

Efem spoke at some length abg
the healt hc adthe
emigration of physicians and nurs
to other countries. Although many|
people are critical of this, he point

out that the Nigerian diaspora was i, O 2q "AAO 3AAATEI R 4AGAO (AAI OE AT A (O Al
Nigeriabds second h3iARDAGAOUs OAU AOCARI o©f OEA 7101 A )CAT #i1coAoon
foreign exchange, after oil. He was ) T OAOT AGETT Al 4AAET EAA

more concerned with the obrain

s h idfthe movement of healthcare ist, IRS; Richard Nwachukwu, Secretatyal k6 t o prepare them

professionals to desk jobs. He claimedGeneral of the World Igbo Congress; ters. All three panelists responded with
that there were two thousand of these Bnd Babs Sabanjo, Texas Health and essentially the same answer: it was not
the Federal Ministry of Health alone, Human Services Department. necessary since from a very early age
many others in the Ministries of the 36  These three men had quite differenttheir children were taught to be respect-
states, and still others at the local levelbackgrounds (Ndukwe came from a  ful of their elders and those in authority.
Efem proposes that all these healthcarfamily of 36 children!). But they were all Following the annual meeting, the
professionals make a pledge to do fivehigh achievers and valued education. FON board met with the main purpose
days of clinical work every month. They came to the U.S. knowing hardly @f electing officers. The elected officers

He concluded by raising the ques- soul and although they found that are shown on the masthead on page
tion, OHow have wadaftimtoeAmherisan custens wais motwo.dere are two changes: Jim Clark,
programi ng?déd He c alwaydeasy thaytfoand theirway and (12) 6466, was elected president, replac-
work of groups such as DOVENET. have all been successful. ing Greg Jones who is stepping down
Efem stressed the importance of advo- All three maintain close ties to Nige-after eight years as president; and Mimi
cacy with policy makers and traditionalria. They appreciate the cultural valuesBudd, (15) 667, was elected vice presi-
community and religious leaders. He that have shaped them, but they are aldent replacing Jim Clark.

offered the example of the sitngof wel | aware of Nige rFiha‘ﬁﬁl’?ank&H B nfemb@bf hd S -

Ni geri ads National oQ@bgtetitmnics Ri snﬁﬁ@ameé‘tiﬁgo%ﬁn‘zih mmitled? © Y
Center. Originally it was assumedthatd ondt manuf actur e R(?séﬂéfgfel&w (B79:63; I CR&, " I a

the Centre shoul dddesenotihave & chltare af maintet r Y19) %466 Chris Clarkson, (22)68;

capital, Abuja; however, he successfulyance . ¢) Neil Cullen, (11) 686; Hunter Ellinger,

advocated for regional centers and there Near the end of the session, Ndukw 4) 6567; Greg Jones, (22)6%:

are now centers in Ningi, Katsina and made a controversial assertion, SUppOig,qwin Ndukwe, friend; Masnn

Abakaliki, and not Abuja. ed by Nwachukwu, that the attacks by Palmieri, (05) 684 and David Strain,
He encouraged all of us to view the Fulani herdsman on predominately (07) 6366.

movieDryon You Tube. ( Ehdstiantamérs, which ltaee:been

Search YouTube f orcommd@inyecdntyeaS,twere ioerani e
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Thanks to Jim Clark. Mike Goodkind and Ron Raphael for the photos on pages 1, 4, 5 and 6.
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FON Projects

&/ . #1171 OET OAO 3060PpPT OO &A1 O %/

Il DPPOI AAE O - AOAOT Al ( AAIl OE

by Mike Goodkind, (16655 annually. The San Jose, Califdsaied DOVENET addresses this problem by
Fistula Foundation estimates that feweoffering education, not only to these
than 20,000 surgeries, which have a higlomen, but also to communities and
success rate, are performed yearly  their leaders who, once sensitized and
worldwide. Obstetric fistula is rare in  informed, can assist the afflicted and
the developed world, where women giyeromote maternal health and family
birth at older ages and to fewer childreplanning.

=, While fistula repair is a
» | ¥ vital end in itself, preven-
tion measures, including
delaying pregnanci@es-

| pecially for young girds

also facilitate family plan-
ning goals. DOVENET
encourages women to seek
contraceptives at qualified
clinics, but also provides

| additional services, such as
| paying for transportation

| from villages to the Centre
in Abakaliki.

During the past year and a half, FO
contributed $26,000 to Daughters of
Virtue & Empowerment Initiative
(DOVENET), an independent, non
profit Nigerian organization offering
maternal health education-
al and advocacy progral
at the village level in Eb- ESSse
onyi State. FON launche (i
its Maternal Health Initia-|
tive in September 2017
with a $5,000 grant awary
ed to EngenderHealth, a
U.S. NGO, which in the
past collaborated with
DOVENET. Since then
FONds DOVEN
port has been the center-
piece of FO

Health Initiative and this g/ 6 5. %4 %BAAOOEOA $EOAAOI O 5CI . I AA ERief Ifefn@ Elef, & EOE OEA
support is ongoing. Al 201 A0 AQOET CeAder ér’ﬁ&ﬂlﬁfé?eoac%o'éo
Since January 2018,

ties for the novended USAID
EngenderHealth Project in Nigeria, rec-
ommended DOVENET as a grant re-
cipient when FON launched its Mater-
nal Health Initiative in

2017. Efem, a public health
and international develop-
ment expert with extensive
1| experience managing major
| local health interventions
and global development
projects, praised DOVE
NET during his keynote

when FON first awarded a grant to Although obstetric fistula repair sur-
DOVENET, it has offered education gery is offered at no charge to patients
and services to almost 60,000 Nigeriarat the first class National Obstetric Fis-
women and men of repro-

ductive age. The organiza
tion has identified and
referred 45 women to hos
pitals for obstetric fistula
surgical repair. The orga
zation has trained 157
volunteers. Outreach
teams consisting of volun
teers, accompanied by
professionals (including a
innovative child spacing/
family planning consult-
ant), visited villages in
Ebonyi State.

An obstetric fistula is &
hole between the vagina
and rectum or bladder that
is caused by prolonged obstructed labqjla Centre in Abakaliki, capital of Eb-
leaving a woman incontinent of urine opnyj State, many women fail to receiverastest growing in the worily 2050
feces or both. Currently 200,000 womegch care, because they are stigmaltiz§igeria is expected to become the third
are afflicted with fistula in Nigeria, and jsolated or even unaware that treatment
cases are expanding by some 12,000 s possible and available to them.

annual meeting in Austin
(see frontpage article).

NET puts clients in the
system, 6 thus
its role as a provider of a

effort, an urgent need since

Efem told FON,

speech at FOND3s

r

Nigeriads popul ati on

(Continued on bottom
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FON News
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by Jim Clark (12)}&8 I, and the other RPCVs, conveyed taation Act; to join the Peace Corps Cau-
Emmons and Wynn the importance of cus in the U.S. House; and to recognize
thﬁcgr}tlrt\u%tlo\?\gpgf?n%qg Ifor the. _ inthe press Returned Peace Corps Vol-
Peace Corps.

Earlier this year my congressman,
Mar k Wal ker, from
sixth congressional district, introduced
an amendment to an appropria-
tions bill that would eliminate
funding for the Peace Corps.
These funds would instead be
used for disaster relief across th

€ each explapngd%éswunteer constituents in the same way he
recognizes service academy con-
stituents. These actions, Blum-
horst stated, would help counter
the negative message his amend-
ment sends to his constituents,

country and specifically in North boe., 1 hat t he Peac
Carolinabds si xit onofAmerlcangoodwnland_ _
benevolenced is dis|

nately, his amendment was defg
ed by a vote of 11860.
Since Congressman Walker

| The meeting was cordial, and
Wal ker 6s two staff

o sured us that they have great re-
represents my district, Glenn spect and admiration for the
Blumhorst, president and CEO d P

the National Peace Corps Associd- : 01 2q * EI - GO Er A QAE G MOV IRPRE £RRY YYE wegegssured
e ¢ i A teear
|

- ¢t éqh +AEEAO 7UTTH 4 idwgh egugsts Andamesting o
gog‘éss"fed mti’ a”.dt:]hg?et‘?t?ir b 1110R *1AIT *100EI 000K .-0noteswnhibé pdssedion AbAI A1 A
S from the sixth distnet, 1o i XqQh #EOEOOET A 7Et K&grdssmdnAfalicr. Hspetully, ¢ n

join him in a meeting with Con-
gressman Walkgr. Unfortunately, Wal_kme Peace Corps had aff_ected us and yho very least, we made the staff aware
was unable to join us due to other obli-how the volunteer experience had . S
. . L s of the importance of supporting finan-

gations, however, we did meet with hisequipped us to return home and make . . - .

N : o - cially, and in spirit, the ongoing work of
district manager, Julie Emmons, and valuable contributions to our communi- h -
: . e Peace Corps. With 14 of the Con-
second staff member, Keifer Wynn, to ties. Blumhorst made three requests ofI ~ ;

) ; gressmands constituent
discuss Peace Corps funding and relat€dngressman Walker: tosponsor

Walker will honor our requests but, at

ing as Peace Corps Volunteers around

Issues. H.R. 3456, the Peace Corps Reauthorit-he world, we hope he agrees.
&/ . #1711 OET OAO 30pDI 00 Abreelay, afarmes IBAID officer, DOVENET expanded its activities to
(Continued from previ &4i§ the prospedts for continued fundinigzi starting in April, thus reaching eight

most populous country in the world,
passing the U.S. fad
FON Board member Ned
Greeley, chair of the Maternal
Health Committee, said continug
funding from FON is crucial be-
cause project money from
USAI D, former.|l
largest financial backer, ended
early in 2019. FON is effectivel
the sole financial backer of
DOVENETOds obst

of DOVENET throug

J . '-".1:‘
'S W'
/

h grants from of Ebonyids 13 Il ocal g

y o] (LGAS). With FON's help Nnachi

Ve A i hopes to expand DOVENET's

activities to Ishieulu and Ivo, two

other LGASs in Ebonyi State.
ODOVENETO6sSs progr am:

dress a major Nigerian health

issue, obstetric fistula, while also

squarely addressing the issue of

population growth. The grass

roots approach it uses in Ebonyi

State could potentially serve as a

T

progr ams. FONG " M model for other st a
grant of $10,000, in March of this I cOil 0D 1T £ AGAEOAA x1 i Al pedigant im ElakdOO1 A POAOGAT O
year, is expected to run out at the DOAOGAT GAOGEIT AO A Oi x1 EAI1T 1 AAROGETC

end of July according to DOMEE T & sother sources is likely while FON fills in

Executive Director Ugo Nnachi. what hopefully will be a temporary gap.
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FON Projects

&/ . Al A OEA &A1 OOOAI &1 Ol AAO
by John Dada, CEO of the Fantsuam Foufhe first grant of $1,000 provided bysignificant part of its lending portfolio

dation FON in 2008 was to support the as many of its clients were no longer
._Fantsuam Foundation microfinance able to repay their loans. FF had to
(Flghrilgti)o,\rll:r?ig ::sar?;?/yic]elrzgu d”:g:joenprogram. The funds were dispursed to mansform into a relief organization tp

old and still going strong. Considering group of ten women in the chiefdom ofsupport the hundreds o.f mternally dis-

the challenges that can éffect long dis_Zankan Marwa in September 2008. I_\/Ilplgced persons (IDPs) including our _
tance relationships, it is in- crofinance grew iuglients. the FFd6s flagship

deed gratifying that this rel \;. :glotﬂr?ggt}OZnO#berggésuam
tionship has kept faith and | . £ Nigeria. of
still going. It was in 2008 Friends of Nigeria of our

that Greg Jones visited the e_fforts to support the vic-
. tims of the attacks and de-
Fantsuam Foundation fol-

struction in the Kafanchan
area. Again, FON responded
positively and sent $3,000

| for FF to purchase grain for

4 families whose granaries and
homes had been burnt down
in the crisis. FF was able to
purchase grain for distribu-
tion to internally displaced
persons in several villages of
the Attakar chiefdom includ-
ing ManchokMaisankwai,

emails.

The FON approach has
always been to support the
immediate priorities of our
host communities. Their
grants have often acted as|§
catalysts for further develoj
ment of our programs. The
catalytic role of an FON
grant is amply demonstrats
Chase of e oot “TEI SAAA Al A ' OWekum MdkdoanET wooi

ers for use in our new Computer Based . . Ungwan Kura, Ninte,
Training (CBT) program at the program serving over 3,000 clients  Godogodo, Goska, Tudun Wada and

S through April 2011. Bakin Kogi
Fantsuam Academy. (Thin client com- ; .
. The sectarian violence that broke out  In February 2014, Fantsuam
puters lack hard drives, they run pro-

in 02011 had devastating effects on our Foundation applied for and received a
grams and access data from a networlﬁgla o ! _—
server.) Ost communities as there were heavygrant from Friends of Nigeria for the

When the provision of
grant arrived dralnag_es in
; | the per
e ! urban slum
2015, the

initial plan | EI) E:)g:na

of buying 15 _

HP Thin ‘ public health
Clients was & measure to
set aside red_uce the
Instead t.he incidence of
funds v\;ere water borne
invested in R L ‘ dlseas_eﬁ,
the purchase 3 o R esphec_|a y
of SIXTY 4EA &AT OOGAI #1EIEA xEAT ' OAGC  OEAGEA ARA TEG O Guiti o f¥R %‘ﬁ_fﬁ o1 AAU
seconeéhand ver. This

loss of lives and sources of livelihood. action turned out to be fortuitous be-

Some of our surviving clients were serieause it helped in the public health

ously traumatized having lost family awareness drive for the control of Ebo-
members, friends and homes. The la, which had arrived in Nigeria in 2015.
Fantsuam microfinance service lost a (Continued on next

Zinox Thin Clients, at the same price.
By 2019, the CBT now boasts 278 thin
clients which are used by students for
their preuniversity entrance examina-
tions.

Summer 2019 FON News-9etter



FON Projects

&/ . AT A OEA &A1 OOOAI &afan comtniinify sTdis project again In April 2019, we received infor-
(Continued from previ ¢ehonBtPaled the catalytic value of FOMation from FON asking if we would
The cycle of ethnic violence betweesupport. partner with TCP Global to identify

livestock herders and crop farmers has For these past ten years FON has microentrepreneurs who have viable

not abated for some of our communi- been a dependable partner as we haveplans that would benefit from loans to

ties. We have become fully engaged innavigated some of the most challengingncrease their income. We immediately

peace building at various levels, the times in the life of Fantsuam Founda- mobi | i zed our womends
most recent is the construction homes tion. Following the devastation of the members who were interested in im-

for some IDPs in Tafan, using the granethnereligious strife, our microfinance proved management of local chickens.

that was received from FON in 2018. is slowly rebuilding its capital. The maii\lready two poultry projects have been

This project has attracted attention of stay of FF at the present time is the 278uccessfully established using a grant of
another organization, based in Lagos. seat computdrased test center for $1,875 from TCP Global.

The organization wishes to support ouwhich we have the FON to thank for We raise our glass to FON and look
peace building efforts. Between us, wegetting us started with those thin clientforward to another decade of purpose-
are now raising funds for the construc-computers ful partnership.

tion of a block of classrooms for the

300AAT OO0 NOAGET«£I iOBOBADAOCAGRA %Al ET AGEIT O ET DOI COAOO OOET
40AETETC j#"4QqQ POI COAIATI POOAOO AO OEA &AT OOOAT !

>0

(
AA,

#1101 £ OOh $EOAAOI O
o)

A i £ 3 DAOGOEDDDIRT xEMECOAET OF )1 OAOT Al
AlTU SEODI AARAA 0AOD 6 j)s00q EI

|
[Ie : ADABDECT 6 j)s$00q

&O0AA OAT CA bi 01 60U EI +AgDAR OAI GCA bpi OI 60U EI 51 CxA -A
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Book Reviews

A A = _ firgt Yejide thinks she can bear it for the Although Adebayo is skilled through-
30AU xEOE sake of having Akin impregnate Funmiout this novel at character portrayal, her
AT I 1T A A[ F 1A h $§\ would then belong to Akin  prose truly excels in the conversations
AU L UTAATE | AA Az;'g‘ eﬁ()j/e. That is the agreement. Furbetween the women of an older genera-
+T 1T DPAEh WobXéh D pighowgygr, meets her demise in a fatidn and their adult families and com-

fall down a long flight of stairs. We do munity members. The play and rhythm
by Sandra Demerly Wittenbrink,-620) 6ot learn the details until much later. of language, the turn of phrases, even
Many of us recall the softcover Dotun, Aki n®s br thdchasacteristiapspienes pat readérs s -

books available in Nigerian markets fo?PP€ars and reappears in this story. Ddhrectly in the scene.
recreational reading. For a mere pittanEe“ nés personality rAsibIB/er\beaptj sgilens a~ll bverther on g
you could have a quick read witha W& It doe_s the same to many_others.w_o rid, Yejideds sal on,
somewhat predictable plotline about thékin and his brother are very different this book, shows that lots more happens
vagaries of village life, especially for in temperament. However, Akin is the than mere hair braiding. Politics, gossip,
women in polygamous families. The older of the two an_d not the type of traditiqnal customs, saucy joking, and
first wife is aging and tired, the second™an who would reject or even distanceharsh judgment pervade like gel and

wife provides a younger group of chil- himself from a brother. There is a shea butter. One woman, lya Bolu, has a
dren and help with daily chores and lengthy period when Dotun must comesalon in the same building; but it has a
to live with Yejide and Akin. She trieste er y di f ferent -feel th

food preparation, the third wife may be
the widow of her
er. No one else will have her, so the
brother of the deceased husband take
her into his growing family. Polygamy
was traditional and often practical.

I n Ayobami Adeba
a different take on this practice. The
couple, who are the protagonists, are
unable to conceive a child. Not until th
book6s end do we
will not be a spoiler on this one. Yejide
and Akin are the couple. Meeting at
university and upwardly mobile in their
plans, the attraction appears to have a
sunny future. Yejide comes to own a
prosperous and lively salon. Akin is a
successful businessman. They are ma
ried for a few years, and there seems t
be carnal desire, but the failure to con- pages, we read the portrayal of pure love

ceive a child puts pressure on them an for Yejide, whose life has been filled
their love begins to tarnish. As the So|uz;1void him in the house. Doten, howev-with so much heartache that she is

tion to this problem unfolds, involving €' Crosses boundaries from the start. Hemb. A happy ending at last, to a book

other characters, there seems to be mdgders to her body in her presence, filled with struggles and sadness

and more carnal desire and less and |d&siches her provocatively and is often ~ Ayobami Adebayo was born in Lagos

love. The reader has to stick with this ntoxicated which causes this unwanteand later lived in llesa, thenifie. She
sometimes meandering plot to read of behavior to increase. Yejide finally suc¥_eceived aB.A. and MA in English _

pure love. As in most Nigerian familiesC Y mbs to Dotunos $teraturedrom QbafemaAivolavo Ore-s .

the desire for children pervades Her surrender gave her momentary  versity (formerly the University of Ife).
throughout the extended family and thleasure. Aferward, she feels differentlin 2014_she studied cre_ative writing at
community. A couple without children hollow and ashamed. Then what can University of East Anglia where she

is shamed, scorned, considered abnorSOMetimes happen in such a case oc- received an International Bursary. She

mal. Both Akin and Yejide deeply desirg!rs: Dotun accuses Yejide briefly of stu_dle_d with Chimamanda Ngozi

children. The initial solution is to pro- being the pursuer when she steps acroadichie a_md Margaret Atwood,_ wht_)m

vide Akin, Yejidebbent8p8afafo! ¢i 0h B pdmined greatly candwasinspiréddor h e
mi, a cloying, pushy woman who ends S sortlng_papers relatedtoone ofhis t hi s novel by Buchi En
up moving in with Akin and Yejide. At frequent job searches. Joys of Motherhood

o terrthchhair salon with its shiny décor
and its skilled stylis
dirty, chaotic and rarely frequented by
lya Bolu herself. In fact, lya Bolu
spends most of each da
§aLon. She has eleven, or is it twelve,
lively children who are sent into lya
Boluds chaotic salon t
work after school each day. lya Bolu
bgbligegves in education.
one day, that one, 6 sh
daughter. lya Bolu, however, has a
broad streak of activist and wise counse-
lor in her character. What happens in
Yejidebds salon is one
tic parts of this novel.

In Part Four, which moves back and
forth in time in just the final 10 or 12

Summer 2019 FON News-leltter


https://www.amazon.com/Man-Died-Prison-Soyinka-1985-09-12/dp/B01K3H27QY/ref=sr_1_4?Adv-Srch-Books-Submit.x=27&Adv-Srch-Books-Submit.y=11&qid=1557601170&refinements=p_27%3AWole+Soyinka%2Cp_28%3AThe+Man+Died&s=books&sr=1-4&unfiltered=1

4 E A _ A '|‘ $ E A i q:{’:tot .t@ii@n@f]'d aJicestry discipline he was able to muster to re-
“ A p . .- t z} any IVES eg\llis ofNigeriatain a level of mental acuity despite the
| O A @) | A 71 In théextrende, ojijk rndg it'touldching lack of community. He uses bits

AU 7i1 A 31 UETE ingle out and even subjugate certain of detritus to build mobiles, and then
thnic groups. At its worst, it could re- spends hours viewing their movement

~

2A@ #7111 ET cO , &Aignfitanysiaiggigsihat ©rpeg  in breezes or in changes of light. A tri-
QXY viewed as genocide. Renaming such umph occurs one day when Wole Soyin-

strategies as goals of national unity or ka discovers that, with his intellectual

by Sandra Demerly Wittenbrink,-620) 6@ntisecessionism did not sitwellwith devi ces, he has odestr

Modern history contains compellings oyinkads mor e p a &indfofitisdthatcanrtseié beaiinesus-.
stories of men and women who were Wole Soyinka was not a model pris-bearable amid months of solitude.

incarcerated for fostering principles tha@ner- He was immediately p!aced in As Soyin k. aods f. ast cor
were unpopular with those in power. |psolitary confinement. _The prison staff twelfth dayThe Man Dieanploys f'|g— _
most cases they posed threats to the kne\_/v that he was an influential man. urative prose to portray new realltles in
status quim oppressive practices, and t&oyinka made regular c_jemands for the_tlny patch ef sky available to him
tyrannical trends. Frequently they repré’po"s’ paper, and medical care. Early during Ionely mghts._ _
sented minorities who had been margi@": an official or(_jer for Soymka’s release By the time the_ rainy season arrives
alized because of poverty, religion, rac¥as issued, but it was never implementvith its hordee of insects and Ilgard ac-
ancestry, gender differences, or g tivity, Soyinka has placed his read-
abilities. They distinguished them- ers themselves in the soht_ary _ceII.
selves by being upstanders amid The odious becomes fascinating. It
populations of bystanders. Soms takes an extraordinary person to
times they did not survive their i raise sheer survival to an art, some-
carceration. When they did, how one who will later become the first
er, we celebrated their freedom 4 African to be awarded the Nobel
marveled at the fact that they are Prize in Literature. N
now restored to us as shining ex The entirety oThe Man Diésl
ples. Nelson Mandela, Rev. Dr. not limited to a prison cell. Wole
Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Pa Soyinka introduces us to the fa-
Ida B. WellBarnett, John Lewis, mous and powerful from this criti-
Emmeline Pankhurst, and Wole P rcal period in Nigeri
Soyinka are a few examples. 7T1A 3 | WheyFdf course, are seen through
What they experienced during their his very opinionated lens; but among

LT . ed. This prolonged delay was itself a T
e s 5o OVTGOKE, el L e yoar wenk . s st e s o oot
may have been brutally interrogated, - by painful month, with no actiongo; hymanitarian leadership. It is charac-
tort.ured, demed medical care, put in taken. teristic of admirable Yoruba.values
solitary confinement, force fed, de- Wole Soyinka, during his imprison-  The Man Diésla classic among '
_m_ean_ed, and mare. These w_ho suiffer ment, was moved to Kaduna where heorks written from prison. It has not
".‘J“St'ce frequently p_ut_ it behind them, remained during an especially challengschieved the same kind 0'f greatness that
rise abp_ve_ I, or turn itinto a lesson of ingharmattaMost of us have memories; s ; ef | ected i n Wol
reconciliation in erd_er to heal and lift US )¢ that chilly, dusfilled wind off the mas. two novels. several works of non
all above the terrlfylng facts. . Sahara. It darkens skies and invades o ’ d hi : ifi body of

The Man Diésla work that takes its tion, and his magpniticent body o

. - sleeping hours with frigid temperaturesygetry- but it offers the vivid experience
readers ino he very personal experieny Soy i in is crypt, a6 he calls 1, b o patrot of i peopIe acd & o
while he was in his earl thirﬁéﬁe the Ekpobull as lortie? ing literary giant.

y As many political prisoners did, Soy- \ygle Soyinka was born on July 13,

years up to and during the Biafra War. . ; a v )
Soyinka was already a bold and brilianf < o 0o & 125 Often characterized 8334, Those wishing to send him a

i ohunger strike. @reglig, iniths hif d5th {ieBr9cantrdhdh s
Y(_)Irué)a prefetssor and playmrlgt;ht. He ihat we read of the ways in which Soyi%aIm atntgo Box 847, Uplai;d CA 91785,
railed against governance that appear keeps his sanity or at least his alertpgrhaps these agreetings will compensate
to operate in the shadow of colomallsrT}‘Ie p g g p

i . . ss. His foray into mathematics, a sci ; ; ; ;
Wole Soyinka often viewed loyalties to g bout %/ h he had h for our failure to write him while he was
new nation as somewhat superficial. In, ce about WhiCh he had NeVer SHoWhin prison, those many years ago.
" “interest or skill, is an example of the

practice, he saw it as diminishing a com-
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AEIT A O 1
by James Jablonski, (6%) 64

ol dondt think he

my 13yearold brother, Frank, as he

stood starin atmesrawledoutonthhis name | ives onthaideaour adult sonds mi
9 » Spraw . "ie name. (David Koren wrote exten- In our frequent visits with each other
ground at the Stevens Point, Wisconsin we shared events in our
a_urport. Th_e shade of a personal lives. He knew
lilac bush invited me to that | had a girlfriend
nap while | waited for my_ back home v?/ho wrote 1o
welcomehome group.of me daily and he sensed
mom, dad, brother, siste that my love for her
and girlfriend. '_I'he_flight might be jeopardized by
from Enugu, Nigeria, to an extended stay. She
my hometown of Stev'en would be graduating with
Point was an exhausting a teaching degree and
one, lasting three days. § moving out into the
falling into a deep sleep world. After all, long
under the lilac bush was distance relationships,
what re~ally happened. combined with long ab-
Momés con ce sences, often fail. How
woke me to the surprise wise he was! Father was
fEICes c_)f my welcomers_. also very much aware of
was thin, scrawny lookin 2 L) ' tribal and regional con-
disheveled, and really a . El 11 EEO 1101 OAUAIflikts bécuring dthel £ EEO E
osllght for' sore eyes. 6 My time and he was con-
excited group soon discovered that whgively about Father McGlade in his cerned about my safety. He encouraged
| needed was sleep and food, not a pabook, Far Away in the Stviewed in e to sort out my plans for the future
ty! the Winter 2017 issue of the Friends ofrenven if | were to extend my stay. | ac-’
That was June of 1966. PreparationNigeria newsletter.) credit to him these foresights du.ring a
for this journey had begun six months  During those last six months in Affa,; o : ;
L . : time of tough decisions in my life.
earlier in Nsukka at our annual Peace | became preoccupied with the prospect As | reflect now on my reasons for
Corps Volunteer meeting. The meetino%os. L
o . . - considering staying in Affa for another
agenda highlighted our sharing experi- year, | realize that at the time | needed
ences of living alone in isolated village Affa ,as much as Affa needed me. In
in Eastern Nigeria. However, the telling Affa, | was a very respected Whité man
of those_- experiences_ gradually shifted who’se heart and soul lay with the peo-
Fhe anxu_ety and readjustment§ necesss ple. My agricultural knowledge benefited
in returning home to the U.S. in six them financially: my havabrking na-
months. Feelings ricocheted between . . .
excitement and reticence ture matched theirs; and my integrity
Mv excitement was ovérshadowed ‘ and solid moral values were often on
y display. | was loved and cherished! Affa
my reluc.tance to leave. For two years, reaffirmed my value and fed my im-
Affa, a village of about 12.’000 Persons 4 portance as a leader and respected Peace
spread over 40 square miles, had be- A Corps Volunteer
come my second home. The natural ! Perhaps no greater indication of the
beauty of the land, the peaceful atmos 4 , local copl eds love fo
phere, and the warm and grateful spirit BNy = I B el R ¢ b epd the
of its people made &APEAPh 8Ahfd | bA A -I| ATEL @;8r§eé{§1%5% é\'\g??@(ti y
Catholic missi Father Desmond wo o wdgarned of my intended departure. Con-
atholic missionary ) o . siderable thought and planning must
McGlade had become my mentor and of |eaving. | kept thinking of the possi-
my very best friend. He lived about 15 pjlity of extending my stay for another (Continued on nexi

miles away in Okpatu. His wisdom andyear. As tempted as | was to share these

Summer 2019

Recollections
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foresight enabled me to adjust to villagéhoughts with Father McGlade, | de-
life.and s%ved maa from h%rm anfj mak-layqed doing so for another two months.
0 s e 0 e

1 4 A

ing nmistakes. A becdme my ﬁeroaaﬁdSerhaps | sensed he would discourage
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Recollections

4ET A O 1
(Continued

(11 A &£Oi 1 1gaiAg home! The news upset him greagbout my having this money, they would
from previ qupe [@Eo%ULA loud cry, then sat down attack me and steal it. | was scared. Be-
have gone into setting up this impres- quietly and we shared a kola nut. Latering scared clinched my feelings to defi-

sive event.

he left and his son Clement came up nitely return home. (Several months

One afternoon the village chigt
Chief Ejiofor Onwu, along with ‘
about 100 villagers, gathered ol
side my home with musical inst
ments and dancers. The Chief,
royal attire, presented a very be
tiful teenage girl who wished to
dance for me.
siasm increased and many beg
chanting in unison my abbreviat
name, J.J. Needless to say, my
was inflated. However, | soon r
ized the significance of this eve
after Chief Onwu, along with hi
son, Clement, clarified it for me

The teenage dancer was chosen by

the village as a prospective wife for

after | returned home many Peace
Corps Volunteers were evacuated
and reassigned to other countries
or sent home.)

With my commitments at home
and the threat of war, the decision
to leave was inevitable. | was leav-
ing agricultural tasks to a reliable,
trained ceworker who had been
beside me for two years. We had
organized a formal cooperative,
which was running well. The Ford
Foundation promised to continue
| to provide the funds and technical
expertise necessary to ensure that
OEA # BE k£RBRRICH NVOWUKBIVE andevak « g

tually survive even without their

4EA U1 01 ¢ CEOI

me, together with a gift of 40 acres of and hugged me and wished me well. | assistance.
land and a new house with a tin roof. wondered if the loud cry from the Chief A large farewell party was arranged at
This offer was contingent on my resid-was a cry of failure for not having con- the elementary school. An agbada (a
ing permanently in the village after a vinced me to stay or an expression of formal cultural gown, their version of a
short furlough home. After this meet- sadness or both. tuxedo) was presented to me to wear to
ing, the Chief and his son left me to Meanwhile, tribal and regional poli- the gathering. It was gratifying to see
mull over this offer and wait for my  tics began to worsen. Eastern Nigeria tears of sadness.
response. was consideri ng s e dathkiMc@ladé had surreptitiogstyr i a 8 s
Emotions swirled in my head like  central government, an economic thregilanned my final departure from Affa,
chocolate syrup and ice cream. How to the entire country. Port Harcourt in after he learned that villagers had plot-
wonderful it felt to be so cherished!  the Eastern Region had valuable off
How could | reject such an offer from shore oil reserves and the governmentie
such a loving people? Having no one twas not about to lose them. There Wa v’
talk to, | decided to take a long walk, also an ongoing slaughter of Igbos un-jiis R
even though dusk was approaching. lucky enough to be living in Northern AL
Walking has always been therapeutic fbligeria. This was consistent with the
me when emotions are strong. My wallexpectations of Father McGlade. My
was brief. | returned to my compound safety was in question. Father was mo
and made a long entry in my personal aware of the crisis than | was.
journal. In the spring of 1966 when Warren
A week later, | travelled to Enugu foZiegler, our regional Peace Corps Dire
mail and supplies and to see Father tor, requested a special favor from me,
Mc Gl ade t o shar e shouddh&é suspéctedthatilizersiiudtic
offer. | imagined it would delight him was getting worse. Ziegler asked me tg
and give me a chance to brag a little. Ittake $3000 in Nigerian money, provide
did! by the Nigerian central government to
| learned in my psychology classesigi ve t o victi mds
college that decisions made when emation for the Igbo deaths at the hands of
tions are oO0hi gh a thdHausasirethedNerth. | @mpiedo f t e n
|l ater consi der ed withihisrequdstdbecaude itiwasamardbed a dookade on the only exit road out
ego and doing the right thing are not but for me it was also a red flag. | was of the village on my departure date. |
always good partners. It was time to tettautioned to keep the disbursements awould have to leave the day before, in
Chief Onwu, 0Th an kecrgtasupossililewsince if bamddsdearned (Continued on
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4Ei A OF 1 (ii A £Oii wcdAaim to be o0t he f iUnfertunatel the delayhasted urttio | i v
(Continued from previgqus AFged vill aged wdilynomingh Bredelbagando fearl ai m t
the middle of the night,togettohis be o0t he f i r st A me missingmy flight to Madigom, Wiscon-hi s v
home, sleep, and then leave ontheapt age. 6 Wi |l | i e wa s simandtioud mydimatfliglt bométa g t he
pointed day fr om rgtwhitdor dysnext flglst.iWe sharedStevers Point. After three days of life

was like eloping. True to his word, Fa- experiences, positive and negative, disen a plane or in an airport terminal, |

ther appeared in his Volkswagen with persing seriousness with laughter. My was surprised by my ability to think and
headlights blinking from the bumpy, dio wi f e of f er 6 pr o p sdvathe varieus fpavetproblems.Htialim .

road. When | arrived at his house, Ifel[How coul d a whi t e won@doutithougld bl ack mands

asleep and decided to leave my long trifillage be offered a black wife, but a
home in God®os
Morning came with a clear sunnyskg ot hi ng ?
and temperatures #tom?the upper
onehour trip to the airport was like a Finally, 10:00 PM arrived and my
silence contest. Few words were ex-
changed. | took emotional notes of all Ithere | boarded a plane to New York,
saw along the way. Someday, | hoped #&oriving midafternoon the next day.

Wasnodt t

The flight from Chicago to Madison

h a n dlack man in a black village be offeredwas short. As my daytime flight gradual-

ly ddascemdedv eouldssee HOME c r i mi n a

8 0 6 s field$ ¢f leay, cows grazing in pastures,

small family farms dotting squares made

flight to Ghana was announced. From by country roads. It occurred to me how

blessed | was to have lived in two such
different environments. | was instru-

revisit Affa, but life there changed dra- When we landed at JFK Airport in Newmental in a small but valuable way in

matically and my dream went with it.  York, | was very hungry and tiig@d

introducing Affa to my homeland's way

The two of us grieved independently: | having subsisted only on a hamburger of agriculture by living there for two

because | was leaving; he because heone day earlier and having slept only
was staying to witness the tragedies of
the civil war.

When my flight number was an-
nounced, | gave Father a bear hug, s
lowed the lump in my throat and board
ed the plane. Settling into my seat, |
waved goodbye to the man in the brig
white cassock who was my hero.

God would bless me with two visits
from him during t
he met my fantastic wife and both of

name, Desmond, as his middle name.
have a wonderful picture of our two
yearold daughter giving him a big hug.
It currently hangs prominently in my
office.

The first leg of my flight to Lagos
took two hours. From there | flew to
Ghana and then to New York. | had  covered four kola nuts in my caory
several waiting hours in the dimly lit  bag, but after a brief explanation, the
Lagos terminal. | had the option of rentefficer did not force me to surrender
ing a room with a bed, but | resisted arttiem, realizing how much | valued
wal ked down t he

*EI

sporadically on the long flight.
The JFK Customs Authorities dis-

years. Affa, in return, had introduced me
to a more quiet, peaceful, tranquil exist-
ence that our countryd?d
undermines and marginalizes.
Returning home was a bittersweet
experience for me. | needed time to
adjust and foll ow Fath
planning my future. Attending graduate
school in Madison kept me busy. The
Wisconsin Department of Corrections
wffelied nie a twygear scholarship to
obtain a Masters Degree in Social Work.
In exchange, | needed to make them a
two-year commitment as a State Proba-
tion & Parole Agent. After graduate
school, | married Jan, the girl who wrote

A DDI ¢ ET OAAJEREdaly while kvas inefifR 1 Vi&

moved to River Falls, Wisconsin, and
had two children. They are both married
now and living in different cities in Wis-
consin. | recently retired after thisty
years as a Probation & Parole Agent for
the State of Wisconsin. Now, | do a lot
of volunteer work within various parts

t ¢hemmiHemmde @ns prdmisé, hosvever,$fuhe eriminal justice system, including

prisingly, | encountered Willie Saultersthat | would never plant them! Having Stillwater Prison in Bayport, Minnesota.
an AfricarAmerican, who had been in passed that test, my next challenge walsife has a way of going in a complete
Peace Corps training with me in Wilbetto board a helicopter parked on top of @ircle, here | am a volunteer again!

force, Ohio during the summer of 196448-story building, which would take me

He had been stationed in an isolated to LaGuardia Airport. | felt like Super-
village about 50 miles from Affa. Be-

construction, he enjoyed his work thereéboarded a plane to fly to Chicago.
We joked about the fact that | could

Summer 2019

man flying between all those New Yor
cause he was incredibly skilled in roadskyscrapers. After another long wait, |

Jim can be contacted at:

I!|mn|an4144@gmall.com

FON News-létter


mailto:jimnjan4144@gmail.com

by Peter Stolzman, (25)&® 20ish siblings from the Congo. They be problematic. When they landed at
hrad been living for over ten years in a JFK International Airport, a father,
o ; Yent camp in Rwanda. They arrived  mother and three children (one develop-
first intense exposure to a foreign coun-. X e )

: ; without education, knowledge of life in mentally disabled), they were met by an
try. We lived surrounded by a different h LT .

. . e West or a language that we could immigration official who let them know

culture, different language and d|ﬁeren¥ d d. U val | d thatthe b b be deli d
customs. Most of us accepted this ad- understand. Upon arrival we learne | that t e ban was a out to be delivere

) that one of the two brothers had a wifeto the airport and they should RUN to

venture, did the best that we could and
went home to the familiar. Not so with
refugees. They leave their home and
family, and hope to reestablish them-
selves in a strange new place with a
longing for home but with little chance
of return.

and infant child who were being sent tdhe check points.

Indianapolis. We were able to track Our most recent family arrived last

down those meeting them in Indianapodanuary. They are an older couple from

lis and arranged to have them put on alraq. The challenge that they pose is the

bus and sent to New York. There we inability to work so their income is se-

would meet them and bring them to  verely limited. They also have medical

New Haven. When the bus arrived at issues brought on by age and torture.

the Port Authority in New Each family has been unique. Each

York they were nowhere to has had to leave family and friends be-

be found. The wife spoke hind. Each has had to adjust to a very

no English, had no money different life and yet they have main-

¢ and di dndt h aaned theinhuraod athd tiees @ptimism.

for where she was going. The kids are thriving, the parents strug-
Thankfully she was on a

{ later bus and was taken

under the wing of the

i NYPD. We arranged to

have her put on a train to

New Haven. A fellow pas-

senger offered to see that

she was delivered safely.

| When she finally arrived,

she was greeted by a re-

lieved and excited family.

s il S The group wanted to do

4EA OAATTA EAIEIU AoGRBEHNNGIS thankger 440

fellow passenger, but he . _

) ) declined saying he had to return to New i AUF A EA TR i A7

Since late in 2015 | have been a payy. 1g continue his journey. The fami- AN AE EEOA DA%L,]M L}A'I (T)IAQx | A:IsI

of Jewish Community Alliance for Refury is now thriving and have moved to a
gee Resettlement (JCARR) in New HaTarger Congolese community. gling but adjusting, and JCARR is still

ven, CT. Made up of members from Our second family of husband, wife trying to pro_vide a safety net.

five area synagogues, we have Workedand three children arrived on election Judaism teaches, OHe
with Integrated Refugee and Immigranbay 2016. They are from Syria by way Bfi fe, saves the worl d.
Services (IRIS) to host families in our ;014 a0 refugee camps. While the be able to save everyone but one by one

area. Our responsibilities range from ¢ 1hor had limited English the first queswe can offer hope and opportunity. The

housing, employment, n_a\_/igating bu- tion he asked was ,restgsm}h%ir h%lgs. safe?6 While
reaucracy, language training and provig, reassured him, we had no idea whapeter Stolzman has worked with refugee fami-
ng ge_neral Support to our new friends. gire otion U.S. immigration policy was lies for decades, Laotians in the 1980s, Rus-
We raise the funds to provide Support peageq, sian Jews in the 1990s, Jordanians in 2010

and try to get the families on the road 10 1 thrg family, also from Syria by and now through JCARRadfather of five,
selfsufficiency. To date we have ~ — yay of Tyrkey, arrived on the day of thee and his wife, Lee, liveRe@Tcan be

brought in four very different families .} travel ban. They had been hearingcontacted péter.stolzman@gmail.com

each W'Fh their own set_ of challenges. that entry into the United States could
Our first family consisted of three
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. Michael Taylor, Peace Cor rt. Understanding and supportin rounding regarding the methods an
[
cian, 657 local Nigerian doctors while sharing  risks of trying to achieve goals in a for-
information and representing the U.S. aign country.
with the Peace Corps believe. correctl state functions was quite heady stuff for Several of us made scouting visits to
P . Y 25yearo |l d st i | I 6 we tGudlemdld, Padaméa dne Haii to fingl a
that we were deeply affected by our P . .
. | returned to the U.S. to complete, a site with needs that matched our re-
experiences. But there .1.s @ chicken an -
~ ; . residency in intérnal medicine followeds$ources. We gathered around our dining
eggd question whi i's. not.. n .ad- o
. . by a yearimmersed in the culture of~ foom table and debated a mission state-
dressed. Why were we motivated to joiny’ , . .
. . ublic health at the Harvard School of ment and goals. Although it took us
the Peace Corps in the first place? Thete . : L . .
. . . - Ublic Health. This led to teaching in  nine months to compose it has served
was something, be it genetic, religious . : .
ol the Department of Community Medi- us well for 18 yeadsan exercise that
cultural, or familial within each one of . .
. ) . cine at Dartmouth followed by adecadevas wor t h t he t- me and
us. It is those influences along with our ! . o ~ .
. the Maine Medical Center, launching nd and a firm bond.
Peace Corps experiences that propelle o : o .
. . " “Tural health centers, recruiting National The mission statement of Konbit
most of us to continue with our giving . - ~ . Lo
. Service Corps physicians, and assistin§ante isOur mission is to support
and advocacy for those in need and less . : !
. with the establishment of the Family the development of a sustainable
fortunate. The Peace Corps experienc S . . ;
. .Medicine Residency, all while running health system to meet the needs of
taught us that we can do many things i . - . . ;
) he outpatient clinic. Career needs andtae CapHaitien community with
we set our minds to the tasks. . . : ; S
growing family took me to a residency maximum local direction and sup-

ougﬂgn%hgir\iﬁt;r(g:su?ﬂgﬁ? sgrgr?'g er-program in dermatology and a practiceport. This aspiration is much more diffi-

They were pillars of our small village. cult than merely going in and starting

Although a lapsed Protestant, hymns We have beco réscraichegfyh@ |gn_(6|n§tk6 locgl o ¢
Infrastructure® something [Earned from

such as ol Will Behealth care orgarmzation fo ;
There | s No East or ”V{Iﬁ st h ()r?,]a n|ﬁ1 sto rBlfzngga?;?ng?rpsri}(gg;ggg& from
of the Good Samaritan and Jesus wash- a e other hea care Y. P

) . , . . Portland have regularly gone to Haiti
ing his disciples’ feet, still resonate. Do agencies and professionalg fron¥3aiti have visit-
unt o ot hersé

. - ed the Maine Medical Center to further
Like many Peace Corps Physicians, | . . . ) !
- in Portland, while also serving on the their education. We now have televised
joined the Peace Corps after ayaer : : .
d . o . boards of United Way and the Portlandinks for mutual case reviews and grand
internshipd the minimum education to
X L Symphony. rounds. We have become
practice medicine in the U.S. Unpre- . . o
With two of our three children off to health care organization for all the other
pared for the tasks ahead, | had the nec-

essary hubris to feel that | could do an)({:_ollege, Wendy and | decided to volun-ealth care agencies and the Department

thing | wanted to if | put my mind to it eer in overseas clinics for pe_riods of of Health in _Cap Ha?t?en. We re_cently
5 actually a useful but risky characteris9ne to two weeks. However, it becamepartnered_ Wltfl a Haltla_n _ph_ysmrim to
tic that | have maintained until today Ic l ear to us that oDpgeraspamaly dalrgo:lmlc inonéofthes ent s
have learned from some inevitable f(,':Iil_yvere rjot helpful qnd could be damag- poorest areas of this poor coun.tr_y. We
ures, but nothing has stopped the mo- ing. D|agnqsmg high l_)lqod pressure orhave more than_40 salaried Haitian
men';um for more than a second or twod|abetes without providing ongoing carw_orkers: phyS|_C|_ans, nurses, home care
During my tweyear tenure as a PCPfor more than a thremonth supply of  aides, an administrator and a budget of
in Benin City from 1965 01967, | sur- medicines was not helpful. almost $1M/y(.ee.tr.. .
prised myself with what | could ’do_ car- When we returned to P_ortland, we I suggest_ visiting our web S|§e,
ing for volunteers and staff, as weil as deuded thz_;lt we could dq it better, l_:)ut https://konbltsante.qrq/ to acquire a
working at the hospital cIini,c always feﬁhf_it it r_equwed an established relation-better sense of our impact. We never
like a privilege. Teaching, undertaking ship with a specific partn@a true part- could have dreamed of such an out-
i . 0 L9 nership. We brought together physi- come. And it probably would not have
epidemiological studies with area stu-

dents with schistosomiasis, initiating {n&ians, nurses, hospital administrators, happened without a Peace Corps model.

MidWest (Nigerian) Medical Society a gpmmunity leaders and importantly, . _Mike can be contacted at:
SN . o -~ four returned PCVs who had served in ) .
then affiliating with the Nigerian Medi- . : . mtaylorl26@gmail.com
. . alawi, the country of Benin, and Sri
cal Society so that the physicians coul
come together for education and sup-

All of us who have been engaged

anka. These volunteers provided
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Nigerian History
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by David Northrup, (13664 population and largest number of Chris¢ersions were taking place throughout
tci)ians, Nigeria is a microcosm for the non-Islamic Africa.

When | was teaching at a rural scho . I~ .
. . -~ ~continent. For example, those familiar ~ The key agents of conversion among
in the rainforest of southeastern Nigeria . . ; .
. . : Wwith Nigeria know that one can draw athe Igbo in the early 1900s were African
in the mid1960s, the pervasiveness of

Christian institutions was impossible tohorlzontal line across the middle of thecatechists, men trained to teach in pri-
. ; POss country, north of which most people arenary schools and to translate Sunday
ignore. Churches big and small lined t : . .
X . uslims and south of which most are sermons and services, and who also
roads and in my area nearly every village ~. . L o X
ristians. But it might come as a sur- undertook evangelizing. Elsewhere in

had a Catholic primary school. The local . . = N
maternity hospital belonged to the Med15€ that such a line can be extended southeastern Nigeria Christianity spread

ical Missonaries of Mary. My school east and west across the continent wittin fits and starts. Many communities
) the same results. Muslims predominatdargely resisted Christianity until 1930
was owned by the local government, bH’;{r ely where they were before the colevhen an indigenous mass movement
two Irish priests were on the staff. rgery v Y o a9 e
While at the time nl?l pegolpl eﬁ_ag, but Fhrl?tu’fms are rspéegd raphdlx aemong t_he Ibibio, Anang2
significance of what | saw, my subse- now dominantin Iél_nds W_Here Christirarit 2d&ter Igbq. _\Nlt_hln a year the ba_sm
quentacademistudies ena’bled me 1o were few or nonexistent in 1900. e_lements' of Chnsuamty displaced tradi-
realize that the growth of Christianity in 'Iln 1910 .th.ere were fewer than _10 tional bgllefs f':m.d p_ractlces. Rather than
southeastern Nigeria in the twentieth million _Chr|st|ans_ in Afnca,_mqludmg _ welcoming this mdlgen_ou_s moyement,
century was part of the largest and thet.he ancient Coptlc_ and Eth_lop|an Chrlsfhe small _number of missionaries then
swiftest mass conversion to any reli- tians. By 197.0'Afr|can Christians nume-in t_he region mostly opposed it on sec-
gious tradition in recorded history bgrgd 100' million. In 2015 some 680 tarian groqnds. From about 1940 a (;Ios—
Thus in 1974, as a very junior éssis-mlmon Africans _bel_onged to Christian er §ynthe5|s of_ tradltlonal and Chrl_stlan
tant professor of, history at Boston COI_churches, constitutimgarly half of the beliefs was gaining ground, especially
: continentds tot al amoagithelycauth (wiorfavored missioro u g h
lege, when a senior colleague asked me . 4 L
to present a paper about Africa o a near | y hal f' 0 f N i geﬂcumlnatlonsz) arid@vdmemnCHmUa on pe
Catholic Historical Association meetin le are Chrlstl_an to_day, it is the mas_swA chebeds f_Tgimrrgls Fallar nove
| knew | had a worthy topic. My paper _pread of_Chnsnamty in southern l\_llgeApart,captures the s_p_m_t of the genera-
about the rapid growth of Clatholicism ria that mirrors what ha_s occurrgd in théonal and gendgr_dlwsmng among early
in Nigeria drew upon the limited pub- sou.thern half of the African continent converts. A Christian front_ler estap-
lished studies then available combineddurmg the Ias; century. Oyer 75 percertshed among the Yoruba in the mid
with details from the newsletter of the of the peo_plc_a in South Africa and AngolSOOs_ was Ie_lrgely the W(_)rk of Yomba_
St Patrickds Fat I[]aearre Chnstlagshtod yrali"nd over 90 Pegpéearlkmg Africans returning from Brazil
) . ' U 2ehtlinthe Démdcratic Republic of ' %nd 'Sierra Leone where they had been
founded to work in southeastern Nige- . . )
ria, and some published statistics Ever(]longo, Rwandg, Zam_bla, gnd Namibiadispersed by t_he_ At_lantlc slave Frade.
| V\;as amazed to learn that the nu.mber The speed W|th which Fh|s mass conHowe\_/er, Chnstlamty became firmly
of Catholic Nigerians in the old Easter version occu_rred is amazing, but the established in the Yoruba homeland
Region had increased fivefold betweeqarger issue is why it happened at all. .mostly af.ter_1900. _ o
1952 and 1972 from half a million to zrg?lder accounts tended to celebrate mis- .My point is pot that forglgn mission-
million. (Today the number is 12.5 mil—. ionaries as the age_nts of _change. Modies ha_d nothm_g to do with the mass
lion )Aithough my paper was reéeived ern _stud|es emphasize Afnc;an agency.conversions taking place but tha_t th(_ay
With. some skepticism at the conferenc In his masterfurhe _Chu_rch in Afrlca, were not in control of them. In Nigeria
| have periodically returned to the Sub_GZ‘L’45(9195(_),Oxford historian Adrian iemd elsewhere in Africa missionaries
ject of religious change, gradually ex- Hastings ar gues, eoﬁbtimesliggitbdoa smaik,hwt the nhassd
panding my horizons tolinclude all of t hemse I- ves. 0 He p moventest toChristianityttatisprdag b o
Africa and Islam as well as ChristianityRomar.] Catholics grew from fe".Ver thartike a wildfire through much of Africa
The topic lingered because it seemed 5,000 n 1906 to_nearly 75,000 in 1918was primarily the product of African
intrinsicallymportant, not because of 15fold increase in a doz_en_years, evemeeds and wants. For example, William
my (lack of) religioué beliefs or my Iargghough the number of missionary pries#/ade Harris, a Liberian with a Method-
er research interests present during those years never excegg-upbringing, in response to a vision of
In this essay | want to update my ed 200 all expatriates and none fluent ithe Archangel Gabriel, became an itiner-
1974 paper and recast it in a broader Igbo. Hastings shows that the Igbo  ant preacher in the Ivory Coast and

context. Wi th Afr ﬂockedét%Othfer Chrlst|ansd{enory\1)|nua-S |GP'%C035t colonies, persuading an

. C a e
tioh"a8 Well and tha? similar mass con- (Continued on next
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4EA #EOEOOEAI 2A0i 1 006KEatholies, Anglicahs) ardsMeathodists, open to it. On Nigerian Independence

(Continued from previ Qg ablé %ltract those insearchof ®ay ( Oct ober 1, 1960)

estimated 200,000 to abandon traditiomew religious home. Missisponsored mostly expatriate Catholic bishops de-
al religion in 1914. A prayer movementschools were very important in recruit-clared Africanizing the clergy their cen-
(Aladura) that began among Yoruba ing new members. For example, in  tral task. The Second Vatican Council
Anglicans seeking protection against tleutheastern Nigeria in 1952, when (196265) put the Mass in the vernacular
influenza epidemic of 1918, spread  Catholics numbered slightly over half e&and decentralized decision making.
widely among ne€hristian communi- million, there were a quarter of a milliohVhen | returned to Nigeria in 1972,

ties seeking protection from witchcraft.children in Catholic schools. It was notmajor changes were obvious. | attended
In the Belgian Congo in 1921, a Baptisjust Christian parents who were payinghe celebration of the twetitith anni-
convert named Simon Kimbangu ac- the school fees for their children, but versary of the ordination of Dominic
cepted a prophetic mission to preach also norChristian parents who wanted Ekandem, who in 1954 had become the
and heal, which eventually led to a sepa@-good education for their children. In first indigenous Catholic bishop in Ni-
rate church that now has millions of  short, parents in southern Nigeria con-geria and in 1963 the first bishop of the
members. Southern Africa was also thasidered it advantageous for their chil- new Ikot Ekpene diocese. Large num-
scene of many prophetic and healing dren to be educated and Christian,  bers of Nigerian priests and nuns at-

movements. whereas in northern Nigeria Muslim  tended the event. The cathedral re-
Conversion is a deeply personal  parents shunned Christian schools (ansounded with vernacular singing and
event, not something that can be co- in some cases schools altogether). t radi ti onal musi c.

erced from without. New converts often If Christianity transformed African celebration | attended at a Catholic
use the met aphor celigious edliefisgnd practices) it isats@chaol fedtured dances by a masked
However deeply personal conversion istue that African Christians retained mends soci ety that
it clearly takes place in social and histanany features of theincestral reli- sidered pagan. Throughout the conti-
ica contexts aswell. The socid context gions. Many African traditions posited nent today African ministers and priests
is evident i n 0 ma theexiatenceofraephivesfld Créatora fare the norm.
spread from community to community deity, individual immortal souls and thus Indeed, Africanization of Christianity
and across political and ethnic lines. ancestor shrines, spiritual magic both is spreading beyond the continent. This
That such movements spread during tlgood (e.g., healing) and bad (sorcery),past Ash Wednesday, a friend reported
early colonial decades was neither a and divination. All of these have strongreceiving ashes from a Rwandan priest
coincidence nor directly promoted by parallels in Christianity. After some ini-(who is a graduate student at Boston
European rulers. Rath#re colonial tial hesitation the mission churches geGollege). The evangelical Redeemed
years saw changes that made people erally welcomed such forms of AfricaniChristian Church of God, started in
receptive to religious change. Once cozation (or indigenization) as the use ofLagos in 1952, has over 750 congrega-
lonial power was established, a very the name of the traditional Creator (e.gipns in North America. The Living
rapid event in southern Nigeria, local Abasi, Chukwu, Oduduwa) as the propFaith Church Worldwide, an evangelical
interAfrican conflicts became illegal. er name for the Jud€thristian deity. = megachurch founded in llesha in 1983,
Along with the spread of motor roads, Africans also brought to Christian has branches in 65 countries, including
railroads, and c i thurehss,the tustonsof mMea anb womil 7aaffiliated Winners Chapels in North
peaced enabl ed Af enseatedsepatately, josd as eheythavémerica. | imagine Boston is not alone
new locations in search of economic long done in Coptic churches. Perhapsn having a Sunday Mass in Igho. Even
opportunities. But because the shrinesmost astonishing is that Africans have if this brief essay cannot hope to explain
and beliefs of traditional religion tendedounded some ten thousand new Chriseverything about the process, the vitality
to be tied to particular localities, those tian denominations (large and small), of African Christianity is undeniable.
who left their homelands often felt theywhose lineages connect historically ne
were outside the reach of traditional ther to early Christian traditions nor to
spiritual protection. Thus migrants to those that came out of the Reformatio
urban areas might seek spiritual security However, Roman Catholicism suc-
by joining universal religions such as cessfully introduced the very untradi-
Islam or Christianity as well as in-pan tional idea of celibacy for clergy and fo
ethnic associations with others speaklrr_gllglou_s or_ders_of nuns. In 1952 Catho;ilored more fully in his most recau-book,
the same language. lic seminarians in the southeast num- 2 :
. ) Myths of Africa in World History
Although conversion often began bered 24; by 1974 there were nearly 7?9017 )
. - . ). He may be contacted at:
outside the mission churches, the bettérhe push for change was coming fromdavid northrup@bec.edu
organized denominations, such as the below and the Catholic hierarchy was ’ '

Bavid Northrup taught at what was then

'Eastern Nigeria during 1965 and 1966.
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called Central Annang Secondary School in

Since retiring from teaching at Boston College
in 2012, he has remained active professionally.
Some of the themes in this brief essay are ex-



The obituaries that follow were edited uPeieces, nephews, gréatesand we | aughed every day,
Hansen, (27)-68. Three of the individuaiseatnephews. my way. o6 But if you se
whose obituaries appear below died qyB®guraeWilkinseBeaneSimoneau down the highway, say a real hello. And

time ago, however, it is the policy of th®agqustetFuneral Home & Cremation enjoy the wild ride.

ter to publish obituaries as they are obta@reites, Laconia, NH] Ric enrolled at Cornell University in

Please send obituaries, death noticesorques- . . = ., ., < 1959 and completed ay&ar Engineer-

tions topjhansen717@gmail.com " OU $8 #AUI h ind Pﬁy@cgpro&ahm He lived at Alpha

o< o < < <~ ~ MaryDorothy Caryl, age 76, died phj Delta and performed on the bass
[ A 7 8 A Ada X Medme@e@’, quem@ 24, 2003, at guitar in several rock bands. F|nd|ng

Anne Windsor Beaman died March Fletcher Allen Health Care in Burling- quantum physics purposeless, he joined
27, 2019, from complications of Alzheiton, VT. the Peace Corps, teaching secondary
mer 6s disease at Meargwasbom inBadpuryQad 00 Behool chemistry and physics at Ohuhu
Club, Meredith, NH, where she had  April 8, 1927, the daughter of William community Grammar School, near
resided since 2014, the last three yearsumal Myrtle (Burt) Caryl. She received Umuahia, prior to the Biafran War. Fifty
oThe Gardens, 6 t h &ereadyraducation o aearey Habe ¢ years later, his former students still re-
tion. bardton schools but graduated from  member him as an excellent teacher.

Anne was born in Boston, MA, July Point Pleasant Beach High School (NJ). after Nigeria he became interested in
30, 1941, the daughter of David Web- She received her degree from the Uni-computers, working briefly at IBM in
ster Beaman, Jr. and Ruth Anderson versity of Vermont in 1949. Texas and then in Almaden, CA, allow-
Beaman. Anne grew up in Poughkeep-  She worked for Union Carbide as a jng him to avoid Vietnam. Ric returned
sie, NY. After graduating with a B.A. inpurchasing agent and in accounting alltg Cornell University and began a Ph.D.
Applied Arts from Skidmore College inof her professional life. She retired andprogram in computer science. During
1963, Anne joined the Peace Corps aneturned to the old family home on the thjs time he married fellow Peace Corps
taught English at EkiRarapo College  Sudbury/Hubbardton town line in 1989teacher Mari€rance Beyer, to whom
in Ido-Ekiti for two years. After leaving In her earlier years she served inthe he was married for 54 years.

Nigeria, she explored Egypt, the Middl#eace Corps in Nigeria, 1864 Ric worked as a Computer Science
East and Europe. In 1981 Anne earned = She is survived by a brother, Howargrofessor at the University of Toronto
a Ph.D. in Anthropology from Boston B. Caryl; sisten-law, Pam Caryl; and  from December 1970 until 1997, during
University. Her doctoral research took numerous cousins, nieces, nephews, which time children, Adam (1971) and
her to Kenya for two years where she grandnieces and grandnephews. Sarah (1976), were born. Ric authored
studied the women of the Rendille, a [Source: Vermont Obituary and Death many programming books in the 1970s
camel herding, nomadic tribe. After  Notice Archive genlookups.com/vt/]  and 1980s, greatly inspired by his co

returning to the U.S. Anne taught an- - s s . . A hot Rat Hum iSCO ,H

thropology at Boston University. In 1 G AlTTA $8 ©A %gitpu%ngedt eﬁ)uwné‘[f%g%ﬁmm X

2006 Anne graduated fro.m Antioch aQ language. Also in the 1980s, he devel-
University with a degree in Clinical Psy- We have learned that Angella Greenrged a phonetic sign language with as-

chology. She worked as a clinical psy- of Oxon Hill, MD, who was born sociated childrends bo

chologist at Northern Human Services March 02, 1938, died on July 28, 2018ing brain science as a hobby. His aca-
in Berlin, NH, for the next five years. Angella served as a Peace Corps staffgemic and consulting career in software

Anne had many talents and passionmember in Lagos. engineering took him to numerous
She loved music, drawing and painting{Source: J. B. Jenkins Funeral Home, countries during these breakthrough
She enjoyed the outdodrsailing, row- Hyattsville, MD] years of the computer revolution.
ing, skydiving, skiing, hiking, camping o s e s i . -+ ~ Rich a Canadian in ever
and rOCkCIimbing. She enjoyed famlly 2 E A E A O A # 8'(1 @ I I ensé, |Kgg]ﬁg Warz'ness Canoeycamp_
times and singing with siblings, nieces  Richard Craig Holt (Ric) was bor injng and for decades playing hockey on a
and nephews. Bartlesville, OK on February 13, 1941., eekly basis. Together with his family
Anne is predeceased by her parentd;ie was the youngest child of Vashti ¢ yravelled throughout Canada and

stepmother Jane Lawrence Beaman an@ung (cowgirl) and C.P. Holt numerous other countries.
brother, David W Beaman Ill. She is (architect). _R|C died peacefully and con- He was a professor at the University
survived by her sisters Deborah Hoppstent on April 12, 2019, at the age of 78 ¢ \waterlog from 1997 to 2014, where

(Robert), and Constance Renner He decided hedd hadnetdtdd hreduateSildéistron? |

(Wendel); sistén-law Diane Beaman, Par ki nsonds Di s e agRnud¥d ank GidbYAt tReS&he
and brothers Thomas (Jean) and JohnDementia. His final words were from time, Ric built up Gravel Watch Ontario

(Susan). She is also survived by numel- 9 6 4 song: O0We sang in thec,§HnNSg RGNS next
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)T - AT OEAI 2AULITA #8 0AOG®ie@itnce; HoGRLmMSEer:
(Continued from previopys page) ber 16, 1943 in Medford, OR, to Mil-

) L -a Q

into a powerful provine&ide watch- R d Cleo Parrott of Newt dred Hampson and Russell Royer.

dog, shining light on the gravel and ce-C talym,\c/l)g di edo al(/lro go fg\égn Bob enrolled at the University of

ment industry abuses that were previ- enter, ; died-on May S, ’

; Oregon in 1961, where he majored in
ously unrecognized. Born on June 12, 1929 in Jaffrey, NH,

h duated f Peterb h High history and worked at the campus radio
CyberMennonite farm life intro- € graduated from Feterborougn High 461 a5 well as the local ABC affiliate
School in Peterborough, NH, and at-

duced him to singing, restoring a histor= o . in Eugene. He interrupted his studies to

ic house and barn, and even dogs. Ev nded Phillips Andoyer In An_dpver, join the Peace Corps, training at UCLA,

tually he moved to Quadra Island, BC, A before matrlculgtlng qt Trinity Col- where he was remembered for his unas-

with MarieFrance. His walks along the !ege where he received his B.A. Clegre%uming ways, his gentleness, and his wit.
Pacific, his choir, hiking with and teach™ 1953. Subsequently, he attgnded thef(nown to his Peace Corps colleagues as

ing grandkids, and spending time with Fletcher SC.hOOI.Of Law and DlplomaCyo Rob, 6 he taught at th
friends were nearly constant. Today hié”1t TL_‘ft_s Un_|verS|ty In Medf_ord, MA, Teacher Training College in Benin City

daughter Sarah Johnston is building a receiving his M.A. degree in 1954. but later worked for a radio station in

workaway family farm in British Colum- In the 1960s, he was director of the Enugu. He was among the PCVs evacu-

bia and his son Adam Holt is building amternannaI d!VISIOI’l of the Peace ated during the Biafra War. He subse-
handheld Library of Alexandria that is Corps, managing programs and deveI'quently finished his undergraduate de-
used worldwide (Internet in a Box). opment activities n Alrica. He _also . _gree at Portland State University in
[Source: Adam Holt, son] served as the acting country director N1 967. Rob was drafted into the U.S.

Nigeria. In the 1970s and 1980s, he Wag v i :
. p o 2 . . my in 1969 and served in the Army
*ATAO 18 - A4 x ,&xp(_:htlve flireptag f thedergsidential o iy Corps in Saigon until 1970.
Lo Advisory Council on Vocational Educa- Bob Royer is perhaps best known for

an tion, serving in both the Carter and : :

James (Jim) McGowen died at his Rea{gan administrations his service as deputy mayor of Seattle,
home in Howard, CO, on March 19, He beaan and ended.his career in 19781983, during the administration of
2019. Jim was born and raised in Boul- 9 . his brother, Mayor Charles Royer, dur-
der, CO. He attended Boulder High manageme_nt cpnsultmg._ He worked fofng which he helped infuse City Hall
School and graduated with the class ofArthur D. thtlg in Cambridge, MA' ON *with renewed energy and optimism that
1960. He enrolled in Colorado State projects ranging from economic deVel'endures to this day. Bob's lifelong role
University at Fort Collins, CO and then\c;\?mf(‘/t. stp(jlets for the gtovernokr ?.f as a mentor and advocate of rising pub-
transferred to the University of Califor- est virginia to corporate markeling - i seyants was mirrored by his central
A?%Ie in his extended family, where his

i, Gerkeey,CA,craduating 1960 (71 SO0 SEorn Todet
with a degree in Zoology. P wisdom, warmth, broad shoulders, and

Following graduation Jim joined the 1982, .he was a.consultar)t to mternatlogc-)my jokes were inexhaustible re-
; al engineering firms, foreign banks and
Peace Corps, where he taught high S

U.S. manufacturers and financial institu ources.
school math in Nigeria and Kenya. Jim_; ™’ During his time as deputy mayor,
returned home to Boulder after the

tions. gob led the negotiations for the Skagit
Peace Corps and started a business a%eHe was a resource expert for the U. iver Treaty, which President Ronald
well as a family. In 1982, Jim and his of Human Services and several congres: | :
three daughters moved to Costa Rica sional and legislative committees on aid m_genlc_)usly" settled the_ long
where he was involved in mining exploi'nternational and human resources is- standing High Ross Dam dispute be-
ration. Following his retirement from sues tween the U.S. and Canaga.
the mining industry, he pursued his life=" " After | eaving the May

long interest in art. He leaves his wife, Athena Cesto _ran his own public affairs firm focused
Jim was preceded in death by his poulos Parrott, of Newton Center, MA

partment of State, the U.S. Secretarﬁéeagan hailed for having “"constructively

two sons, Jonathan and Christopher; on energy and infrastru_ctu_re. He re-
father, Al McGowen, mother, Mary WO daug,hters Judy and Suzanne I:;)chu_rned to work for th_e chy in 1999 as _
McGowen and .brothelr, Charles WO Sisters and 2 brother Dlreptor of Commumcat!ons and Public
McGowen. He is survived by three [Source: T ﬂ'rinity Repmteréﬁa&rg‘for Seattle City Light. He helped
daughters Amy Blickenstaff, Megan Fall 1993] ' 8 _tlllty_echgoﬁg% the West Coast ener-
McGowen, Elizabeth Hallman; step- gy crisis in the early 2000s and the 2001
daughter Jamie Flanigan; sisterPatty 2 | AAOO * 8 | " I-A disqlgilhy rRadeke. é Wwodq aa
Breffle and brothein-law; six grand- & & Bob Royer is survive by his wife of
sons, a nephew and nieces. Robert Joseph (Bob) Royer passed 17 years, Barbara Lanmer; brother
[The Daily CameBaulder, CO] away on April 17, 2019 at age 75 from a (Continued on next
Summer 2019 FON News-2€et t er



yi - Ai i OEAI survived by her sisters Edie Clark and sive Town Plan.

(Continued from previ gydy (IPahéef Covey, a niece and three  Margot is survived by sons Robert
Charles Royer; children Amy Janzen, nephews. (Matt) Siekman and Daniel Siekman;
Chloe Royer, and Ari Royer; two grandfSource: Flintoft's Funeral Home & stepdaughter Elizabeth Graves; brother
children; many members of his extendé&rematory, Issaquah, WA] Daniel Butterfield; sisteand brotheiin
family and friends. PN . s law Ann, Siekman and Roger Crockett,
[SourceThe Seattle Timéth contribu- ( A I OU AT OCA- 3Kk sl.ist%m{f‘\d brioth&ih-1&d JaHe @nd

tions from Nigeria 20 colleagues] Phillip Spencer; and grandson Benjamin

aa

oA s PR FUR nry Shine, a old Peace .. Siekman.
+AOEAOET A 3AEI |cd$;i \%hﬁtger frﬁ%é&éritaﬂ, bT,[SourcePortIand Press Hekéddne Sun-
aa died of an apparent stroke November day Telegtam

Katherine Ellen Schloemer of Is- 30, 1966, in Enugu, Nigeria, where he .  ~ « = =~ . N .
saquah, WA, died on March 15, 2019. had been assigned to a rural develop- 2 A Ul TTA 18 7E11AIR
Katy was born in Highland, IL on Janu-ment and agriculture project for the paﬁ Y
ary 16, 1942, the daughter of Deborahtwo months. Shine, a former employee Dr. Raymond A. Willem; retired pro-
and Lincoln Clark. of the Stanley Company in New Britainfessor of mechanical engineering, cham-

A math whiz and animal lover, Katy retired from his job to join the Peace pion of charitable causes, and devoted
earned a B.S. from Michigan State UniCorps. In June of 1966, prior to joining nature enthusiast; died on April 11, 2019
versity and a B.S. in Physical Therapy the Peace Corps, he traveled at his owat Arbors of Del Rey Assisted Living
from the University of Washington. Sheexpense to the Peace Corps training Facility at the age of 82. Though De-
joined the Peace Corps in 1964; she camp in Puerto Rico to observe trainingnentia had taken his ability to stand,
taught biology at Our Lady of Lourdes methods and to talk to trainees. He is walk, and tell long stories about his ser-
Secondary School in Uromi and made survived by a daughter and three brothvice in the Peace Corps, his love of

many lifelong friends. ers. sweets endured until the end.
Katy raised her children in Ml and [SourcePeace Corps Voludgauary Born in Chicago, IL, in 1936 the
WA, while working as a Physical Therat967] elder of two children, Ray graduated

pist. She moved back to Washingtonin . . oA . .. high school from the Bishop Quarter
1993 and settled permanently in Is-  ~ AOCI O 8 3EA Lyunidr !ﬁitar} A%Jjerq)/ in®akK Park,
saquah where she created a garden oasidlargot Butterfield Siekman passed |_ in 1954. He went on to earn bache-
that was uniquely hers. Katy was deepgway peacefully at her home on April |or's, master's, and doctoral degrees in
committed to protecting the earth. She 16, 2019. Born in 1941 in Mid- mechanic engineering from the Univer-
was a member of the Sierra Club and &lletown,CT to Victor and Kay Butter- sty of Illinois, Urbana, finally graduating
volunteer at the Seattle Audubon Socidi€ld, Margot grew up on the campus ofy 1969. Ray married his wife, Adelina,
ty. She was a Docent at the Seattle ~ Wesleyan University, where her fatherin june of 1970, and had two daughters:
Aquarium and loved tide pooling and Served as president from 1943 to 1967ana Maria in 1972 and Maria Isabel
passing on her knowledge of sea crea- After graduating from Radcliffe Col- (gel) in 1973.
tures to others. lege in 1962, Margot joined the Peace  Ray 6s teaching career
Katy believed in equal rights for all Corps. years and 4 countries. Beginning in
and actively promoted and campaigned Margot wed Robert (Bob) Siekman 1962, he taught physics, mathematics
for causes she believed in. Always intel? 1968. After living in Pittsburgh, and mechanics as a Peace Corps volun-
ested in learning new things in a thor- Where Bob was on the chemistry depafker at the Qua Iboe Mission Secondary
ough and detailed way, Katy became anent faculty at Carnegie Mellon Universchool in Etinan, Nigeria. After receiv-
Master Gardner through UW and a  Sity, the couple moved in 1973 to Heb-jng his Ph.D., he taught at the Universi-
Master Birder through the Seattle Auddion, Maine, where she taught math, anf of the Americas in Cholula, Mexico,
bon Society. Katy visited all fifty stateshe taught chemistry, at Hebron Acade-for three years; then at the University of
and seven continents in her lifetime, bufly: They eventually settled in Buckfiel§yairobi in Nairobi, Kenya, for two. He
her favorite places were on the shores MiE, where Margot took great joy i then taught at New Mexico State Uni-

Lake Michigan in h&oul Homend caring for flower gardens and harvestingrsity for 22 years, retiring in 1998.
kayaking and camping with family and highbush blueberries. Some of Ray's proudest achieve-
friends on San Juan Island. She served for a time as treasurer ofents include his design work on artifi-

Katy is survived by her son, Paul the Maine Congress of Lake Associa- cjal hearts for IBM in 1965 and his de-
Schloemer, her daughter, Karen Ritter tions (COLA) and as a member of the yelopment of micrtens grinders for
and her sofn-law, Michael Ritter, as  Buckfield town planning board, where endoscopic surgery at Karl Storz Endo-
well as two granddaughters. Katy is alsée helped to update the Comprehen- (Continued on bottom «
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Recollections

4EA , AOO - AAI

by Stephen Vincent, (¥5§ 65 1 onion | am totally tantalized by the tender-
] . : .5 fresh pepper or ground pepper ness of the written object: the darker

N_sukka. Saymg Mto what 1S becoming , , cups of ground egusi blue ink on the thin blue paper, the cur-
Biafra and an inevitable war, circa June 1%6?. . .

ingers of green plantains sive letters, the way they expand and

In any great separation among us, 1d water leaves contract across the page.

such as whatever will happen to this 3d okazi Late Friday she sends another note.
country, whatever the gods may have up dried fish Some things have happened. She has
their sleeves, with a little bit of luck they fruits been called back to her village. Not
might make time to pause for a parting 1 yam soon after, by way of the University
meal. It is the place where confidants red palm oil Administration, | get a message from
meet for one last time to acknowledge  cray fish (unground) the Peace Corps headquarters in Enugu.
the value of a life that is about to go plantain | eaves TheAmbassadonhas délivered a dis-

patch to Americans on campus
that we must leave the Eastern
Region as soon as possible. | must
2 gather my friends and students
Dar gk ; who are still on campus to say

under. Implicitly many of us already
have the terrible, foreboding sen
that this campudthe Library, the
class rooms, student dorms and
residenced are about to go up in

flames. | do not know why this o o o goodbye. | take her note and pro-
woman about my age appears at ¥ «..| tectitinside the binding of my
door.Sallyl have never met her Voo s journal. On some profound level |
before. She says she is a studen b vl ponmarigiis begin to realize it6@
the Home Economics Departme IRfe. oy o == peppec well.
. . M D ey Earns

She is still on campus because s 2 Pegars o :

. : T 6 Tree plaiy Sometimes we pull back a fresh
taking her final exams. They say I7 beder  Leoes Sy .

d scab near the elbow to find an

makes one hunger for sex. The fi Ok

dried guf older scab a scissored fracture

: line or a slender white quarter

moon shapé in that same place.
A Volunteer friend is astonished

of death compels the desire to re
produce. Bodies become vessels
fertility channels to save the race

Whoever she is, when she smiles Rad padi o) .
. . - that | still have tF
and briefly laughs, | find her pres| (o i
) PSS Sy fot (u. would | ever not kee
ence totally alluring, a possible fi o ' Tronad) him 51t is memoryvss
gift before parting. At my door, s o Laseq I by ' y
offers to make lunch tomorrow. | 0 Stephen Vincent was a lecturer in Eng-

lish and the leader of a creative writing
workshop at the University of Nigeria,
Nsukka. This story is a reworked ver-
sion of an account he recorded in his
journal at that time. He can be contacted
at: stephenvincent011@gmail.com

the evening | find she has left a b
handwritten note:

ol will do t hg
day at 12:00 or earlier. The boy
needs to buy:

y1 - Al T OEAI ura environment, preventing globa beauty of the Organ Mountains.
(Continued from previ quagmify2eéhBiihg nuclear proliferation,  He is survived by his wife, Adelina;
vision 19941993. He also conducted and helping needy children in develop-daughters, Ana Maria and Maria Isabel,
research for the U.S. Naval Laboratorying countries. He contributed generoussonin-law Steve Mills, sister Janet Sva-
in Washington, DC, and for NASA at ly to charities. Among those closest to tos, as well as his two grandsons.
the White Sands Test Facility near Lashim, Ray will be remembered for doing[Source: Getz Funeral Home, Las Cru-
Cruces, NM. housework with his Walkman tuned to ces, NM]

Ray was a devoted champion of varNPR, forever forgetting his sunglasses,
ous causes including preserving the naand never failing to comment on the
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